
                                                                              1 NOVEMBER 2023 
                                            

                                                                                        TOWN BOARD MEETING 
                                                                                        TOWN HALL, MAHOPAC, N.Y. 
 
A Regular Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Carmel was called to order by 
Supervisor Michael Cazzari on the 1st day of November 2023 at 7:06 p.m. at Town Hall, 
60 McAlpin Avenue, Mahopac, New York. Members of the Town Board present by roll 
call were: Councilman Baranowski, Councilman Lombardi, Councilwoman McDonough, 
Councilman Schanil and Supervisor Cazzari. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was observed prior to the start of official business 
and a moment of silence was held to honor those serving in the United States Armed 
Forces. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
Susanna Dealmeida expressed her appreciation to Police Officer Vincenzo Rocco and 
the supporting EMS workers who aided her epileptic daughter while having a grand mal 
seizure at their home six weeks ago. Ms. Dealmeida, a nurse, also took the opportunity 
to educate the public briefly about epilepsy. 
 
Councilman Lombardi noted that several years ago, the Town of Carmel, in conjunction 
with a local Eagle Scout candidate’s service project, hosted an Epilepsy Awareness Day 
at Town Hall. 
 
POLICE DEPARTMENT - PROBATIONARY APPOINTMENT OF POLICE OFFICER 
MADE - WILLIAM GABAY 
 
 RESOLVED that the Town Board of the Town of Carmel, acting as Commissioners 
of the Police Department hereby appoints William Gabay to the position of Police Officer, 
at an annual salary of $67,238.00, effective immediately, on a probationary basis subject 
to the provisions of Civil Service Law and the Civil Service Rules and Regulations. 
 
Resolution     
Offered by: Councilman Lombardi    

  Seconded by: Councilwoman McDonough  
     
Roll Call Vote YES  NO  
Stephen Baranowski X     
Frank Lombardi X    
Suzanne McDonough X    
Robert Schanil X    
Michael Cazzari X    

 
Police Chief Anthony Hoffmann spoke regarding Mahopac native, volunteer firefighter, 
and former professional baseball player, William Gabay’s prior public service, and 
welcomed him from the City of White Plains Police Department. 
 
Supervisor Cazzari administered Police Officer Gabay’s oath of office and the Town 
Board members congratulated him on his appointment. 
 
POLICE DEPARTMENT - PROBATIONARY APPOINTMENT OF POLICE OFFICER 
MADE - JAMES R. COOK 
 
 RESOLVED that the Town Board of the Town of Carmel, acting as Commissioners 
of the Police Department hereby appoints James R. Cook to the position of Police Officer, 
at an annual salary of $67,238.00, effective immediately, on a probationary basis subject 
to the provisions of Civil Service Law and the Civil Service Rules and Regulations. 

Resolution     
Offered by: Councilman Schanil    

  Seconded by: Councilman Lombardi and Councilwoman McDonough  
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Roll Call Vote YES  NO  
Stephen Baranowski X     
Frank Lombardi X    
Suzanne McDonough X    
Robert Schanil X    
Michael Cazzari X    

 
Chief Hoffmann pointed out that James R. Cook is also a Mahopac native and volunteer 
fire fighter. Chief Hoffmann spoke about his previous experience and welcomed him from 
the New York City Police Department. 
 
Supervisor Cazzari administered Police Officer Cook’s oath of office and the Town Board 
members congratulated him on his appointment. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING HELD - PRELIMINARY BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR 2024 
 
With no one present in objection, reading of the following Notice of Public Hearing as 
published in the Town’s official newspapers was waived.  Copies of the notice were made 
available to the public. 
 

 
 
Supervisor Cazzari opened the Public Hearing for public comment at 7:25 p.m. Eleven 
(11) people were in attendance. 
 
Joseph Tock, longtime Town of Carmel resident, business owner, and Mahopac Public 
Library volunteer, trustee, and past president, stated that the 2024 Preliminary Budget 
appears to reduce the contract with the Mahopac Public Library as well as the Reed 
Memorial Library.  He stated that the Mahopac Public Library’s funding is being reduced 
from the $60,000 being sought and received by the Mahopac Public Library in the past, 
to $30,000, and that based upon a conversation that the president of the library Frank 
Del Campo had with Supervisor Cazzari, it is the intent of the Town Board to reduce the 
funding to the Mahopac Public Library next year to zero.  
 
Mr. Tock stated that the $30,000 reduction the Town Board is proposing is actually less 
than 1% of the Town’s budget. He stated that the $60,000 is a very important part of the 
Mahopac Public Library’s budget because historically, the Town Board and the library 
had a partnership. He stated that the library is the heart of the community and the most 
utilized building in the Town outside of the schools. 
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Mr. Tock stated that the library has 43 employees, two-thirds of whom live in the Town. 
He stated that the library averages 12,000 visits per month and is open 55 hours per 
week. He stated that the library supports numerous organizations and went on to list 
some of them.  Mr. Tock stated that the Mahopac Public Library has been designated by 
Putnam County and the Town of Carmel as a heating and cooling center. If there is a 
disaster or a weather-related incident where power goes out, people come to the library 
for electricity and heat. Mr. Tock stated that the Mahopac Public Library has never 
exceeded the property tax cap and that in June, the voters overwhelmingly supported a 
bond issue to fund repairs to the twenty-year-old building. 
 
Mr. Tock stated that upon his review of the Preliminary Budget, he could see that no other 
agency received a 50% reduction, and that by doing so to the Mahopac Public Library 
and the Reed Memorial Library, the Town is sending the wrong message. He asked if 
anyone can explain why in an over $30 million budget, $30,000 was taken away from the 
Mahopac Public Library. 
 
Supervisor Cazzari stated that the Mahopac Public Library experienced a zero percent 
tax increase on their recent budget and that the library is requesting that the Town raise 
their taxes so that the library does not have to. He stated that the library is a taxing district 
that can raise their budget for that money rather than the Town gifting it from the 
taxpayers in the hamlet of Carmel. Supervisor Cazzari stated that the library has 
wonderful programs, however, the Town has to stay under the tax cap and are making 
reductions where possible.  
 
Mr. Tock asked why no other agency’s funding was reduced by 50%. 
 
Supervisor Cazzari stated that anyone who was a taxing entity was cut. He stated that 
the funding from the Town to the library is like a hidden tax as money is being taken from 
the people in the hamlet of Carmel through the Town and they are not able to vote on 
that budget.  
 
Mr. Tock asked if the Town Board would be totally eliminating the library’s funding next 
year. 
 
Supervisor Cazzari stated that the Town Board is gradually reducing their budget so that 
they can make it up.  
 
Mr. Tock reiterated earlier comments and suggested that the Town’s partnership with the 
library may be severed.  
 
Supervisor Cazzari stated that he did not think that anyone was severing anything. 
 
Councilwoman McDonough expressed her support of the Mahopac Public Library. She 
stated that the Reed Memorial Library became a taxing district so the voters in their 
district can vote on their budget, just like the Mahopac Public Library and the Town. 
Councilwoman McDonough stated that as a councilwoman, she must be very prudent 
with taxpayer dollars and cognizant of the Town’s financial future.   
 
Councilman Schanil asked Mr. Tock if he knows what the majority of the $60,000 funding 
from the Town would go towards. He expressed his support of the libraries however noted 
that the Town must remain under the tax cap. 
 
Mr. Tock stated that the $60,000 would go towards their operating budget.  
 
Councilman Schanil inquired if they could adjust their budget and request a lesser 
amount of money from the Town. 
 
Mr. Tock indicated that there was no excess in the library’s budget. 
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Kathleen Valletta, longtime resident and business owner in the Town of Carmel stated 
that she supported Mr. Tock’s comments with regard to the Reed Memorial Library as 
their funding has been reduced from $40,000 to $20,000. She stated that the Town Board 
needs to show their support of the libraries if for nothing else, it is good public relations. 
 
Councilwoman McDonough reiterated that the Reed Memorial Library and the Mahopac 
Public Library can put together a budget just like the Town and put it out to their voters. 
She spoke about the difficulties of preparing a budget. 
 
With no one else present wishing to be heard on the subject of the Public Hearing, on 
motion by Councilman Lombardi, seconded by Councilman Baranowski and 
Councilwoman McDonough, with all members of the Town Board present and in 
agreement, the Public Hearing was closed at 7:44 p.m. 
 
MINUTES OF TOWN BOARD MEETING HELD ON 10/4/2023 - ACCEPT AS 
SUBMITTED BY THE TOWN CLERK 
 
On motion by Councilman Baranowski, seconded by Councilwoman McDonough and 
Councilman Lombardi, with all members of the Town Board present and voting “aye”, the 
minutes of the Town Board meeting held on October 4th, 2023 were accepted as 
submitted by the Town Clerk. 
 
FILING OF ANNUAL MS4 STORMWATER REPORT - AUTHORIZED 
 
 WHEREAS the Town Board has been presented with a draft semi-annual MS4 
Stormwater Report prepared by the Town of Carmel Engineering Department; and 
 WHEREAS opportunity for public comment on the draft annual MS4 report is being 
provided by the Town Board; 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that upon the conclusion of the thirty-day 
comment period and the consideration of any comments submitted in connection 
therewith, Town Supervisor Michael Cazzari is hereby authorized to sign and file said 
report as drafted by Town Engineer Richard J. Franzetti, P.E. 
 
Resolution     
Offered by: Supervisor Cazzari    

  Seconded by: Councilwoman McDonough and Councilman Lombardi  
     
Roll Call Vote YES  NO  
Stephen Baranowski X     
Frank Lombardi X    
Suzanne McDonough X    
Robert Schanil X    
Michael Cazzari X    

 
CERTAIN IT (INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY) EQUIPMENT DECLARED OBSOLETE 
AND DISPOSAL AUTHORIZED  
 
 RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Carmel, hereby declares the 
following list of Town owned IT Equipment, which is attached hereto and made a part 
hereof, to be old and obsolete and authorizes disposal in accordance with Town Law, 
including but not limited to Town Law §64(2-a). 
 
Resolution     
Offered by: Councilwoman McDonough    

  Seconded by: Councilman Baranowski  
  



                                          PAGE 5 
 

                                                                                    1 NOVEMBER 2023                                                                            
                                 TOWN BOARD MEETING 

 
(Cont.) 
     
Roll Call Vote YES  NO  
Stephen Baranowski X     
Frank Lombardi X    
Suzanne McDonough X    
Robert Schanil X    
Michael Cazzari X    

 

 
PUBLIC HEARING SCHEDULED FOR 12/13/2023 - TO HEAR OBJECTIONS TO 
ASSESSMENT ROLLS FOR THE OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE OF THE 
IMPROVEMENTS OF THE SEWER AND WATER DISTRICTS AND THE GARBAGE 
DISTRICT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2024 
 
 WHEREAS the Town of Carmel hereby has completed its assessment rolls for the 
operation and maintenance of the improvements serving Carmel Sewer Districts #1, #2, 
#3, #4, #5, #6, #7 and #8 and extensions thereto as well as Carmel Water Districts #1, 
#2, #3, #4, #5, #6, #7, #8, #9, #10, #12, #13, and #14 and extensions thereto as well as 
The Town of Carmel Garbage District of said Town for fiscal year 2024; and 
 WHEREAS said assessment rolls have been filed with Ann Spofford, Town Clerk 
of the Town of Carmel; 
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 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Town Board of the Town of 
Carmel hereby schedules a Public Hearing at the Town Hall, 60 McAlpin Avenue, 
Mahopac, NY 10541 on Wednesday, December 13, 2023 at 7:00 PM or as soon 
thereafter that evening as possible for the purpose of considering any objections which 
may be made to said assessment rolls. 
 
Resolution     
Offered by: Councilman Baranowski    

  Seconded by: Councilman Schanil and Councilwoman McDonough  
     
Roll Call Vote YES  NO  
Stephen Baranowski X     
Frank Lombardi X    
Suzanne McDonough X    
Robert Schanil X    
Michael Cazzari X    

 
PUBLIC HEARING SCHEDULED FOR 12/13/2023 - FIRE PROTECTION CONTRACTS 
AND THE AMBULANCE DISTRICT CONTRACTS FOR THE YEAR 2024 
 
 RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Carmel hereby authorizes the 
scheduling of a Public Hearing on the Fire Protection Contracts and the Ambulance 
District Contracts for the year 2024, to be held on the 13th day of December, 2023 at the 
Town Hall, 60 McAlpin Avenue, Mahopac, NY at 7:00 p.m. or soon thereafter that evening 
as possible; said contracts to be advertised and posted as follows: 

Contractor Services Not to Exceed 
Mahopac Falls Volunteer 
Fire Department, Inc. 

Fire Protection-Fire 
Protection Dist. #1 

$915,500.00 

Mahopac Volunteer 
Fire Department, Inc. 

Fire Protection-Fire 
Protection Dist. #2 

$1,650,000.00 

Carmel Fire District & 
Carmel Fire Department, Inc. 

Fire Protection-Fire 
Protection Dist. #3 

$957,000.00 

Carmel Volunteer 
Ambulance Corps 

Ambulance Service 
Carmel Ambulance 
District #1 

$495,000.00 

North Salem Volunteer 
Ambulance Corps 

Ambulance Services 
Carmel Ambulance 
District #1 

$13,500.00 

 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town Clerk is hereby authorized to publish 
a notice of the Public Hearing in the official newspapers of the Town and to post a notice 
of said hearing on the bulletin board of the Town, said notices to be published and posted 
a minimum of ten days prior to the Public Hearing. 

Resolution     
Offered by: Councilman Lombardi    

  Seconded by: Councilwoman McDonough  
     
Roll Call Vote YES  NO  
Stephen Baranowski X     
Frank Lombardi X    
Suzanne McDonough X    
Robert Schanil X    
Michael Cazzari X    
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“NEW YORK SMSA LIMITED PARTNERSHIP D/B/A/ VERIZON WIRELESS, AND 
HOMELAND TOWERS, LLC V. THE TOWN OF CARMEL, ET AL.” - NEGATIVE 
DETERMINATION MADE UNDER NY STATE ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY REVIEW 
(“SEQR”) 
 
 WHEREAS the Town Board of the Town of Carmel has reviewed the short form 
environmental assessment form in regard to the proposed approval of a stipulation of 
settlement and consent order in the matter entitled “New York SMSA Limited Partnership 
d/b/a/ Verizon Wireless, and Homeland Towers, LLC v. The Town of Carmel, et al.” as 
pending in the United States District Southern District of New York under Docket no. 19- 
cv-10793; and 
 WHEREAS, such proposed approval of the amended stipulation of settlement and 
consent order in the referenced litigation an Unlisted Action under 6 NYCRR Part 617 
(State Environmental Quality Review Regulations); and 
 WHEREAS the Town Board has reviewed the Environmental Assessment form 
and assessed the possible impacts and their magnitude on the environment in 
accordance with the SEQR regulations and given due consideration thereto; 
 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that pursuant to Part 617 of the SEQR 
Regulations, the Town of Carmel Town Board hereby designates its intention to serve as 
Lead Agency for the SEQR Review of this Unlisted Action, and in this capacity will 
conduct an Uncoordinated Review. 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that pursuant to Part 617 of the implementing 
regulations pertaining to Article 8 (State Environmental Quality Review Act) of the 
Environmental Conservation Law, the Lead Agency hereby determines that the proposed 
Unlisted Action will not have a significant effect on the environment; and 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Town Board of the Town of Carmel 
recognizes that any potential significant adverse environmental impacts of the 
construction of the proposed improvements contemplated in the amended stipulation of 
settlement and consent order will in fact be subject to a separate, additional, no less 
sensitive and no less detailed review under Article 8 (State Environmental Quality Review 
Act) of the Environmental Conservation Law by the Town of Carmel Planning Board, 
and/or Town of Carmel Zoning Board of Appeals and/or Town of Carmel Environmental 
Conservation Board; and 
  BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Town Board of the Town of Carmel hereby 
determines that, based on the information contained in the Short Form Environmental 
Assessment Form and their analysis thereof, this proposed Unlisted Action will not result 
in any significant adverse environmental impacts under the SEQR regulations and hereby 
adopts a Negative Declaration in regard to the proposed action. 
 
Resolution     
Offered by: Councilman Schanil    

  Seconded by: Councilwoman McDonough  
     
Roll Call Vote YES  NO  
Stephen Baranowski X     
Frank Lombardi    Abstain 
Suzanne McDonough X    
Robert Schanil X    
Michael Cazzari X    
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Prior to the resolution being offered, Town Attorney Gregory Folchetti explained that this 
resolution, along with the next resolution, relate to the matter of New York SMSA Limited 
Partnership and Homeland Towers telecommunications facilities litigation against the 
Town that has been ongoing in multiple venues since 2019. He stated that there have 
been multiple cases filed, multiple settlements, and orders that have either nullified those 
settlements, or for the settlement from October of 2022 for the applicant to resubmit to 
the Planning Board for a facility, denied by Planning and Zoning. Town Attorney Folchetti 
stated that the applicant has recommenced its lawsuit which basically seeks permission 
to put two telecommunications facilities within the Town.  
 
Town Attorney Folchetti explained that multiple meetings were held with the magistrate 
handling the case and that the proposed settlement is fairly straightforward. The applicant 
has selected a new location on the same lot, on the Maple Hills property off Walton Drive. 
They will have to go back to the Planning Board, back to the Zoning Board of Appeals, 
and back to the Environmental Conservation Board to seek their approvals and there will 
be public hearings on all of those matters. Town Attorney Folchetti indicated that the 
settlement will allow the case to not move forward in terms of discovery while those 
applications are pending so that the Town will not need to expend money on discovery 
while the applicant resubmits to the boards.    
 
Town Attorney Folchetti explained that the settlement is technically an action subject to 
State Environmental Quality Review (SEQR). It is an unlisted action and that is why there 
is a negative declaration proposed. He emphasized that it is not a negative declaration 
on the actual construction of any tower. Town Attorney Folchetti stated that along with 
the Town Board, each of the other boards have to approve the entry of the settlement 
and make a SEQR determination, noting that the Planning Board and the ECB have 
already done that, and that tomorrow the ZBA will consider it. 
 
Town Attorney Folchetti explained that if all four boards approve the stipulation and make 
a negative declaration, the applications will be submitted to those boards sometime in 
early 2024 and it will go through the processes. It is a different location, further away from 
any of the existing dwellings and the only zoning relief it would need is for height as it 
meets the minimum setbacks as is proposed. It is closer to the existing power lines on 
the property. Town Attorney Folchetti indicated that at this time the only question is 
whether the boards wish to go down that route or litigate the rest of the case, where the 
applicant actually has two potential sites that are still viable and they are contesting 
denials on. 
 
Discussion between the Town Board members and Town Attorney Folchetti regarding 
the matter followed.  
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“NEW YORK SMSA LIMITED PARTNERSHIP D/B/A/ VERIZON WIRELESS, AND 
HOMELAND TOWERS, LLC V. THE TOWN OF CARMEL” - AMENDED STIPULATION 
OF SETTLEMENT AND CONSENT ORDER AUTHORIZED 
 
 WHEREAS there is currently pending in the United States District Court, Southern 
District of New York, a certain lawsuit entitled “New York SMSA Limited Partnership 
d/b/a/ Verizon Wireless, and Homeland Towers, LLC v. The Town of Carmel, Docket no. 
19-cv-10793 relating to the proposed construction of certain telecommunications towers 
within the Town of Carmel; and 
 WHEREAS, the parties to the referenced litigation have subsequently agreed to 
the parameters, terms and provisions of the stipulation of settlement and consent order; 
 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Town Board of the Town of 
Carmel hereby authorizes the amendment of the referenced stipulation of settlement and 
consent order embodied in the amended stipulation of settlement and consent order 
which is attached hereto and made a part hereof; and 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Town Counsel Gregory L. Folchetti and/or 
Joseph A. Charbonneau are/is hereby authorized to sign, on behalf of the Town of 
Carmel, the amended stipulation of settlement on consent order. 
 
Resolution     
Offered by: Supervisor Cazzari    

  Seconded by: Councilwoman McDonough  
     
Roll Call Vote YES  NO  
Stephen Baranowski X     
Frank Lombardi    Abstain 
Suzanne McDonough X    
Robert Schanil X    
Michael Cazzari X    
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Councilman Schanil invited the members of the various boards to visit the exact location 
where the construction is proposed. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING RE-SCHEDULED TO 12/13/2023 - PROPOSED LOCAL LAW 
AMENDING CHAPTER 111 OF THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF CARMEL, ENTITLED 
"PEDDLING AND SOLICITING” 
 
 RESOLVED that the Town Board of the Town of Carmel hereby authorizes the re- 
scheduling of a Public Hearing at Town Hall, 60 McAlpin Avenue, Mahopac, New York 
10541 on Wednesday, December 13, 2023 at 7:00 p.m. or as soon thereafter that 
evening as possible, on a proposed Local Law amending Chapter 111 of the Code of the 
Town of Carmel, entitled "Peddling and Soliciting”; and  
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Town Clerk Ann Spofford is hereby authorized 
and instructed to publish and post the necessary notices in the official newspapers of the 
Town and on the Town bulletin board regarding this Public Hearing. 
 
Resolution     
Offered by: Councilwoman McDonough    

  Seconded by: Councilman Schanil  
     
Roll Call Vote YES  NO  
Stephen Baranowski X     
Frank Lombardi X    
Suzanne McDonough X    
Robert Schanil X    
Michael Cazzari X    

 
COMMENTS/ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Councilman Lombardi announced that November 25th is Small Business Saturday as well 
as the annual Holiday in the Park at the Mahopac Chamber Park. He also announced 
that the annual Hamlet of Carmel Civic Association sponsored Holiday on the Lake will 
be held on December 2nd. Details on both upcoming events to follow. 
 
Councilman Schanil acknowledged the Recreation and Parks Department for their 
outstanding efforts in connection with their recent Harvest Fest at Sycamore Park. 
 
Supervisor Cazzari commended the Hamlet of Carmel Civic Association with regard to 
their recent Ragamuffin Parade at the Carmel High School. 
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ADJOURNMENT 
 
All agenda items having been addressed, on motion by Councilman Baranowski, 
seconded by Councilwoman McDonough, with all Town Board members present and in 
agreement, the meeting was adjourned at 8:05 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
  
 

Ann Spofford, Town Clerk  


	The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was observed prior to the start of official business and a moment of silence was held to honor those serving in the United States Armed Forces.
	Adjournment

