
                                                                                                             1 OCTOBER 2014
                                             

                                                                                        TOWN BOARD MEETING 
                                                                                        TOWN HALL, MAHOPAC, N.Y. 
 
A Regular Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Carmel was called to order by 
Supervisor Kenneth Schmitt on the 1st day of October 2014 at 7:12 p.m. at Town Hall, 
60 McAlpin Avenue, Mahopac, New York.  Members of the Town Board present by roll 
call were: Councilman Schneider, Councilman Lupinacci, Councilwoman McDonough, 
Councilman Lombardi and Supervisor Schmitt. 
  
The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was observed prior to the start of official business. 
A moment of silence was held to honor those serving in the United States Armed 
Forces.   

 
PRESENTATION OF TENTATIVE BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR 2015 TO TOWN 
BOARD  
 
Ann Spofford, Town Clerk, presented copies of Supervisor Schmitt’s 2015 Tentative 
Budget to the Town Board as filed in the Office of the Town Clerk on September 29, 
2014.   
 
SUPERVISOR KENNETH SCHMITT - 2015 TENTATIVE BUDGET MESSAGE 
 
Supervisor Schmitt delivered his 2015 Tentative Budget Message. 
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Supervisor Schmitt highlighted certain items associated with his 2015 Tentative Budget.  
He concluded that the Town Board will continue to work on the Budget in an effort to 
finalize open-end items and provide the residents of the Town of Carmel with 
meaningful tax relief that can be sustained over the years.   
 
2015 TENTATIVE BUDGET FINANCIAL SUMMARY - PRESENTATION 
 
Mary Ann Maxwell, Town Comptroller detailed the following presentation.  She 
addressed questions and comments from members of the Town Board. 
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Supervisor Schmitt commended Mary Ann Maxwell, Town Comptroller and her office 
for the presentation. He spoke regarding the many recent advancements made 
throughout the Town of Carmel in addition to the proposed improvements to the 
community envisioned by the Town Board.  
 
Ms. Maxwell outlined the new format of the Budget and stated that the 2015 Tentative 
Budget along with her presentation will be posted to the Town of Carmel’s website 
tomorrow. 
 
Councilman Lupinacci acknowledged Mary Ann Maxwell, Town Comptroller and her 
office for their presentation as well as on the new user-friendly budget format.  He 
praised Supervisor Schmitt and Ms. Maxwell for their efforts in connection with the 2015 
Tentative Budget.  Councilman Lupinacci cautioned that the Town is fortunate this year 
because many of the uncontrollable expenditures have not increased at the higher 
rates of the past.  Discussion ensued. 
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Supervisor Schmitt added acknowledgements to his staff, Anne Pasquerello and Bella 
Cimadomo.  He then opened the floor to the public for comment in connection with the 
2015 Tentative Budget. 
 
Michael Barile praised Supervisor Schmitt and Ms. Maxwell with regard to the 2015 
Tentative Budget. He also complimented the Town Board for all that they have 
accomplished in the last five years despite the poor economy, including the institution of 
town-wide garbage collection. Mr. Barile agreed with Councilman Lupinacci that the 
State mandated expenditures are low for 2015 and suggested that it may be masking 
future problems. Mr. Barile commented that the only major issues that still need to be 
resolved are the unsettled collective bargaining agreements.   
 
Councilman Lombardi spoke regarding the difficulties involved with the ongoing union 
contract negotiations.  A discussion followed. 
 
Councilman Lupinacci expressed appreciation to the Reed Memorial Library and the 
residents in the hamlet of Carmel for their establishment as a taxing authority district.  
By doing so, they have removed $200,000.00 from the Town of Carmel’s Budget.   
 
Supervisor Schmitt spoke regarding the success of the town-wide garbage district.  
Discussion was held regarding the matter. 
 
Jerry Ravnitzky agreed that the formation of the town-wide garbage district was a great 
success.  He went on to suggest in an effort to reduce taxes that towns, schools and 
residents should pressure their State and Federal officials to provide funding when they 
issue a mandate. 
 
Councilman Lombardi explained that the Town Board has been critical of unfunded 
mandates in the past and expressed his frustration with reference to the issue.  
Discussion ensued. 
 
MINUTES OF TOWN BOARD MEETING HELD ON 9/3/14 - ACCEPT AS 
SUBMITTED BY THE TOWN CLERK 
 
On motion by Councilman Lombardi, seconded by Councilman Lupinacci, with all 
members of the Town Board present and voting “aye”, the minutes of the Town Board 
meeting held on September 3rd 2014 were accepted as submitted by the Town Clerk. 
 
ADDITIONS AND DELETIONS TO THE ACTIVE LIST OF THE MAHOPAC 
VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT - AUTHORIZED 
 

RESOLVED that the Town Board of the Town of Carmel hereby authorizes the 
addition of the following names to the active list of the Mahopac Volunteer Fire 
Department: 
 William Kelly 
 Elena Nikisher 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Carmel 
hereby authorizes the deletion of the following name from the active list of the Mahopac 
Volunteer Fire Department: 

Maria Tirado 
 
Resolution    
Offered by: Councilman Schneider  
Seconded by: Councilman Lupinacci  
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Roll Call Vote YES  NO 
Jonathan Schneider  X   
John Lupinacci X   
Suzanne McDonough X   
Frank Lombardi X   
Kenneth Schmitt X   
 
Supervisor Schmitt welcomed the new members to the Mahopac Volunteer Fire 
Department and thanked the departing member for her service. 
 
BOND RELEASE AUTHORIZED - LUTZ -TM # 65.17-1-14 

 
WHEREAS application has been made by Wayne Lutz  for the total release of a 

site plan bond posted in accordance with the Land Subdivision and/or Zoning 
Regulations for Tax Map #65.17-1-14 known as the Lutz Site Plan; and 

WHEREAS said applications have been reviewed by the Town Engineer Richard 
J. Franzetti, P.E. and release of the bond has been recommended and approved by the 
Town Engineer and Town of Carmel Planning Board, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Town Board of the Town of 
Carmel hereby authorizes the release of the site plan for Wayne Lutz Western Surety 
Company Bond no. 70802761 in the amount of $10,408.00. 
 
Resolution    
Offered by: Councilman Lombardi  
Seconded by: Councilman Schneider  
    
Roll Call Vote YES  NO 
Jonathan Schneider  X   
John Lupinacci X   
Suzanne McDonough X   
Frank Lombardi X   
Kenneth Schmitt X   

 

TOWN HALL FLOOR COVERING - CHANGE ORDER #1 TO FREIGHT 
LIQUIDATORS CONTRACT AUTHORIZED 

 
RESOLVED that the Town Board of the Town of Carmel hereby authorizes Town 

Supervisor Kenneth Schmitt to sign Change Order #1 to the contract with Freight 
Liquidators for Town Hall floor covering in the additive amount of $2,743.00 increasing 
the overall contract price to $30,143.00.                

 
Resolution    
Offered by: Councilman Lupinacci  
Seconded by: Councilman Lombardi  
    
Roll Call Vote YES  NO  
Jonathan Schneider  X    
John Lupinacci X    
Suzanne McDonough    Abstain 
Frank Lombardi X    
Kenneth Schmitt X   
 
Councilwoman McDonough indicated that she is not in favor of change orders. 
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PROPOSAL ACCEPTED FOR STOCKING OF TRIPLOID CARP - UPPER AND 
LOWER TEAKETTLE SPOUT LAKES - NORTHEASTERN AQUATICS - NOT TO 
EXCEED $1,352.50 
 

WHEREAS, Town Engineer Richard J. Franzetti , P.E. has advised that the 
Town of Carmel has received a permit from New York State Department of 
Environmental Conservation for the stocking of triploid carp in Upper and Lower 
Teakettle Spout Lake, and 

WHEREAS the Town Engineer’s Office has also solicited proposals for the 
purchased and stocking of the aforesaid triploid carp; 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of 
Carmel, acting as commissioners of the Teakettle Spout Lakes Park District hereby 
accepts the proposal of Northeastern Aquatics, Rhinebeck, NY for the purchase and 
stocking of the aforesaid triploid carp at a cost not to exceed $1,352.50. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Town Supervisor Kenneth Schmitt is hereby 
authorized to execute any and all documentation necessary to accept said proposal on 
the terms authorized herein.  
 
Resolution    
Offered by: Councilwoman McDonough  
Seconded by: Councilman Lupinacci  
    
Roll Call Vote YES  NO 
Jonathan Schneider  X   
John Lupinacci X   
Suzanne McDonough X   
Frank Lombardi X   
Kenneth Schmitt X   

 
Supervisor Schmitt expressed satisfaction with the cost for the purchase and stocking 
of the triploid carp and Councilman Lupinacci concurred. 
 
Councilman Schneider noted that Lake Mahopac Park District is pursuing restocking 
Lake Mahopac as well. 
 
CARMEL SEWER DISTRICT #7 - PURCHASE AND INSTALLATION OF 
COMMINUTOR AUTHORIZED - FRANKLIN MILLER, INC. - NOT TO EXCEED 
$11,950.00 

 
WHEREAS, Town Engineer Richard J. Franzetti, P.E. has solicited proposals for 

the in acquisition and installation of a comminutor unit the Carmel Sewer District #7 
Treatment Plant; 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town of Carmel Town Board, 
as Commissioners of Carmel Sewer District #7 hereby accepts the recommendation of 
the Town Engineer and authorizes the purchase and installation of said comminutor 
unit from Franklin Miller, Inc., Livingston, NJ at a total cost not to exceed $11,950.00; 
and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Town Supervisor Kenneth Schmitt is hereby 
authorized to execute any and all documentation required to accept said proposal on 
the terms authorized herein;  and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Town Comptroller Mary Ann Maxwell is 
hereby authorized to make any and all necessary budget revisions required in 
connection with this authorization. 
 
Resolution    
Offered by: Councilman Schneider  
Seconded by: Councilman Lupinacci  
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Roll Call Vote YES  NO 
Jonathan Schneider  X   
John Lupinacci X   
Suzanne McDonough X   
Frank Lombardi X   
Kenneth Schmitt X   
 
Councilman Lupinacci explained that a comminutor unit is a sewage grinder and 
Supervisor Schmitt added that both phases of the system are being replaced. 
 
IMPROVEMENTS TO MCDONOUGH SKATE PARK AUTHORIZED - LADEL LTD 
 

RESOLVED that the Town of Carmel Town Board hereby authorizes Ladel LTD  
to perform the improvements and renovations to McDonough Skate Park as outlined in 
the memorandum of Director of Recreation and Parks James R. Gilchrist dated 
September 17, 2014; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that upon presentation of insurance certificates in 
form acceptable to Town Counsel, performance of the improvements and renovations 
authorized herein may commence. 

 
Resolution    
Offered by: Councilman Lombardi  
Seconded by: Councilman Lupinacci  
    
Roll Call Vote YES  NO 
Jonathan Schneider  X   
John Lupinacci X   
Suzanne McDonough X   
Frank Lombardi X   
Kenneth Schmitt X   
 
Councilman Lombardi stated that the improvements and renovations are being funded 
by the “Little Joe Skate Park” Foundation. 
 

PROPOSAL FOR INDEPENDENT AUDIT SERVICES ACCEPTED - O’CONNOR 
DAVIES, LLP - 2014 ANNUAL COST $69,600.00 AND 2015 ANNUAL COST 
$71,000.00 
 

WHEREAS the Town Board of the Town of Carmel is required by New York 
State Law to perform annual independent audits; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of 
Carmel hereby accepts the proposal of O’Connor Davies, LLP, Harrison, NY for 
independent audit services for the years 2014 and 2015 at annual costs of $69,600 and 
$71,000 respectively; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Town Supervisor Kenneth Schmitt is further 
authorized to sign all necessary documents to accept said proposal, including but not 
limited to the engagement letter of O’Connor Davies, LLP dated August 28, 2014. 

 
Resolution    
Offered by: Councilman Lupinacci  
Seconded by: Councilman Schneider  
    
Roll Call Vote YES  NO 
Jonathan Schneider  X   
John Lupinacci X   
Suzanne McDonough X   
Frank Lombardi X   
Kenneth Schmitt X   
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PROPOSAL FOR FINANCIAL ADVISORY SERVICES 1/1/14 THROUGH 12/31/18 
ACCEPTED - CAPITAL MARKETS, LLP - HOURLY RATE OF $175.00 

 
RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Carmel hereby accepts the 

proposal of Capital Markets, LLC Hopewell Junction, NY for financial advisory services 
for January 1, 2014 through December 31, 2018 at an hourly rate of $175.00; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Town Supervisor Kenneth Schmitt is further 
authorized to sign all necessary documents to accept said proposal, including but not 
limited to the engagement letter of Capital Markets, LLC dated September 4, 2014. 

 
Resolution    
Offered by: Councilwoman McDonough  
Seconded by: Councilman Lupinacci  
    
Roll Call Vote YES  NO 
Jonathan Schneider  X   
John Lupinacci X   
Suzanne McDonough X   
Frank Lombardi X   
Kenneth Schmitt X   
 
RESOLUTION WAIVING PARK RENTAL FEE IN REFERENCE TO THE 
APPLICATION OF THE MICHAEL PURDY MEMORIAL FOUNDATION - FAILED 

 
RESOLVED that the Town Board of the Town of Carmel hereby waives the park 

rental fee for the Michael Purdy Memorial Foundation Annual Softball Fundraiser that 
took place on September 20, 2014. 
 
Resolution    
Offered by: Councilman Schneider  
Seconded by: Councilman Lombardi  
    
Roll Call Vote YES  NO  
Jonathan Schneider  X    
John Lupinacci    Abstain  
Suzanne McDonough    Abstain 
Frank Lombardi X    
Kenneth Schmitt    Abstain 
 
Supervisor Schmitt stated that he would not vote in favor of waiving a fee for an event 
that had already taken place.  Councilman Lupinacci agreed. 
 
Councilman Schneider stated that it is unfortunate that the resolution did not pass and 
understands the reasoning behind it. He pointed out that the flaw may not have been 
with the applicant but with the application and the process itself.  He suggested that the 
Town Board consider revisiting the procedure in connection with requests for 
application fee waivers.  Discussion was held regarding the matter. 
 
Supervisor Schmitt concluded that this should not be viewed as a reflection on the 
Michael Purdy Memorial Foundation as he supported their cause and thanked them for 
all that they do. 
 
SUBMISSION OF GRANT APPLICATION AUTHORIZED - JUSTICE COURT 
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 
 

RESOLVED, that the Town Board of The Town of Carmel hereby authorizes the  
submission of the 2014 Justice Court Assistance Program Grant Application on behalf 
of the Town of Carmel Justice Court, in form as attached hereto, incorporated herein 
and made a part hereof.  
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Resolution    
Offered by: Councilman Lombardi  
Seconded by: Councilman Schneider  
    
Roll Call Vote YES  NO 
Jonathan Schneider  X   
John Lupinacci X   
Suzanne McDonough X   
Frank Lombardi X   
Kenneth Schmitt X   
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Supervisor Schmitt acknowledged Patricia Genna, Justice Court Clerk for her continued 
efforts with regard to the Justice Court Assistance Program Grant Applications. 
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RESOLUTION FROM 1/23/13 AMENDED - APPOINTMENT MADE TO BOARD OF 
ASSESSMENT REVIEW - MICHAEL MARTIN - COMMENCING RETROACTIVE TO 
1/23/13 AND EXPIRING 9/30/16 
 

RESOLVED that the Town Board of the Town of Carmel hereby appoints 
Michael Martin to the Town of Carmel Board of Assessment Review for a term 
commencing retroactive to January 23, 2013 and expiring September 30, 2016. 

 
Resolution    
Offered by: Councilman Lupinacci  
Seconded by: Councilwoman McDonough  
    
Roll Call Vote YES  NO  
Jonathan Schneider     Abstain 
John Lupinacci X    
Suzanne McDonough X    
Frank Lombardi X    
Kenneth Schmitt X   
 

RESOLUTION MAKING APPOINTMENT TO TOWN OF CARMEL BOARD OF 
ASSESSMENT REVIEW - TABLED 
 

RESOLVED that the Town Board of the Town of Carmel hereby appoints Patrick 
Brophy to the Town of Carmel Board of Assessment Review for a term commencing 
October 1, 2014 and expiring September 30, 2019. 
 
MOTION TO TABLE 
 

 
Supervisor Schmitt indicated that there is a question with regard to whether or not Mr. 
Brophy continues to reside in the Town of Carmel. 
 

MULTI-PURPOSE FACILITY AT CAMARDA PARK - DORMITORY AUTHORITY 
STATE OF NEW YORK (DASNY) GRANT PROJECT ID #6188 SEQR 
DETERMINATION MADE -  TYPE II ACTION 
 

RESOLVED that the Town Board of the Town of Carmel hereby determines that, 
DASNY Grant Project ID# 6188, Multi-Purpose Facility at Camarda Park, is a Type II 
action under SEQR and no further review is necessary. 

 
Resolution    
Offered by: Councilwoman McDonough  
Seconded by: Councilman Schneider  
    
Roll Call Vote YES  NO 
Jonathan Schneider  X   
John Lupinacci X   
Suzanne McDonough X   
Frank Lombardi X   
Kenneth Schmitt X   
 

Offered by: Councilwoman McDonough    
Seconded by: Councilmen Schneider, Lupinacci, Lombardi and Supervisor Schmitt  
     
Roll Call Vote YES  NO 
Jonathan Schneider  X   
John Lupinacci X   
Suzanne McDonough X   
Frank Lombardi X   
Kenneth Schmitt X   
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CARMEL SEWER DISTRICT #2 - ENTRY INTO PILOT STUDY AGREEMENT WITH 
PALL CORPORATION AUTHORIZED - WWTP MICROFILTRATION UNITS 
 

RESOLVED that the Town Board of the Town of Carmel, acting as 
Commissioners of Carmel Sewer District #2, hereby authorizes the entry into a Pilot 
Study Agreement with Pall Corporation for membrane microfiltration systems at the 
CSD#2 Wastewater Treatment Plant, said agreement in general form as is on file in the 
Office of the Town Supervisor; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Town Supervisor Kenneth Schmitt is hereby 
authorized to execute said agreement on behalf of Carmel Sewer District #2; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the New York City Department of 
Environmental Protection shall be responsible for the cost of said pilot study.  
 
Resolution    
Offered by: Councilman Schneider  
Seconded by: Councilman Lombardi  
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Roll Call Vote YES  NO 
Jonathan Schneider  X   
John Lupinacci X   
Suzanne McDonough X   
Frank Lombardi X   
Kenneth Schmitt X   
 
Supervisor Schmitt called upon a representative from the New York City Department of 
Environmental Protection, Robert Ravallo to explain the purpose for the Pilot Study 
Agreement.   
 
Robert Ravallo, Project Manager provided a history of the Wastewater Treatment Plant 
Upgrade Program. Mr. Ravallo explained the issue with the current microfiltration 
equipment at the Carmel Sewer District #2 Wastewater Treatment Plant and described 
the proposed microfiltration membrane system. A discussion ensued. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS - AGENDA ITEMS  
 
No member of the public wished to comment at this time. 
 
TOWN BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS - AGENDA ITEMS 
 
No member of the Town Board wished to comment at this time. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS - OPEN FORUM 
 
Jerry Ravnitzky, spoke regarding the concerns of the organization, Stop the Algonquin 
Pipeline Expansion (SAPE) with regard to environmental impact issues associated with 
Spectra Energy Corporation’s proposed natural gas pipeline expansion project.  Mr. 
Ravnitzky urged the Town Board visit SAPE’s website to familiarize themselves with the 
pipeline as it is planned to run through the Town of Carmel. 
 
Supervisor Schmitt inquired about a map of the proposed project and where the 
pipeline crosses over into the Town of Carmel. 
 
Mr. Ravnitzky stated that the pipeline is proposed to cross over on Lovell Street.  
Discussion ensued regarding the matter. 
 

TOWN BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS - OPEN FORUM 
 
Councilwoman McDonough announced that the Lake Mahopac Garden Club will be 
hosting their annual tea at the Mahopac Public Library on October 18, 2014 from 1:00 
p.m. to 3:30 p.m. and will feature a presentation by Alan Rabinowitz, PhD, “The Indiana 
Jones of Wildlife Protection”.  
 
Councilman Lupinacci announced that the 26th Annual Putnam County Columbus Day 
Parade will be held on October 5, 2014 starting at 2:30 p.m. along Route 6 in Mahopac 
with the 12th Annual Greater Mahopac-Carmel Chamber of Commerce Street Fair 
alongside the Mahopac Italian American Club’s parade festivities from 11:00 a.m. to 
6:00 p.m. 
 
Supervisor Schmitt announced that Mahopac’s first HOPEwalk will be held on October 
4, 2014 in support of those who have survived or are struggling with breast cancer and 
to support the mission of Community Cares. Registration commences at 8:30 a.m. at 
the Mahopac Firehouse. The 5k walk will start at 9:30 a.m. 
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ADJOURNMENT 
 
All agenda items having been addressed, on motion by Councilman Lombardi, 
seconded by Councilman Lupinacci, with all Town Board members present and in 
agreement, the meeting was adjourned at 9:13 p.m. to Executive Session for 
discussion with regard to Budget Fiscal Y/E 2015 Personnel as well as for discussion in 
connection with Software Consulting Associates Retention/Contract. 

   

Respectfully submitted, 
  
 
Ann Spofford, Town Clerk  
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