
                                                                              17 JANUARY 2024 
                                            

                                                                                        TOWN BOARD MEETING 
                                                                                        TOWN HALL, MAHOPAC, N.Y. 
 
A Regular Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Carmel was called to order by 
Supervisor Michael Cazzari on the 17h day of January 2024 at 7:02 p.m. at Town Hall, 
60 McAlpin Avenue, Mahopac, New York. Members of the Town Board present by roll 
call were: Councilman Kearns, Councilman Lombardi and Supervisor Cazzari. 
Councilwoman McDonough was absent. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was observed prior to the start of official business 
and a moment of silence was held to honor those serving in the United States Armed 
Forces. 
 
Supervisor Cazzari explained that the Town Board Meetings are not the place to discuss 
potential code violations, personnel issues or the nature of any allegations or possible 
enforcement. If anyone suspects a violation and would like to report it, they should 
contact the Supervisor or the Building Department. This can be done in person or 
residents can submit it in writing. The Building Department will investigate any complaints 
that are not anonymous and will take any appropriate enforcement action if necessary. 
This policy is in place to protect not only the individual that there are allegations against 
but also to protect the Town and the residents from possible litigation from the things that 
are discussed in open meetings that could be used against us. These meetings are to 
conduct the people’s business.  
 
The Supervisor said that we need to get back to having appropriate order and decorum. 
Your input and your opinions are valued. The Town Board wants the residents, property 
owners and tax payers to come to the meetings and speak. However, the use of profanity, 
speaking from the audience, causing disruptions, interrupting board members or 
consultants is not permitted. If this does occur, individuals will be given a warning.  If they 
do not comply, they will be asked to leave. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Michael Barile, former Councilman and current resident and taxpayer, asked why  
Councilman Kearns is not seated next to the Town Attorney. In the past, new Council 
Members would be seated next to the Town Attorney in case there were any questions.  
 
He also stated that Councilman Kearns and Supervisor Cazzari ran their campaigns on 
term limits. He wanted to know why there are not term limits set for Council members 
and for the Supervisor. He also wanted to know why the Executive Session from last 
week for one personnel item took over an hour.   
 
Supervisor Cazzari thanked Mr. Barile for his comments. 
 
Frank Ciano, long time resident, said that he has questions but they were already 
answered by James Gilchrist, the Director of Parks and Recreation. He inquired as to 
when the sewer and water issue on Route 6 would be addressed.  
 
Councilman Lombardi stated that he would discuss this issue with Mr. Ciano privately.  
Mr. Ciano also asked if it’s legal for cars to be parked along Route 6 near Bell Heating 
and Mahopac Ford.   
 
Councilman Kearns responded to Mr. Ciano and suggested that he should contact the 
Carmel Police Department if he feels there are cars in town parked illegally. 
 
Supervisor Cazzari thanked Mr. Ciano for coming. 
   
PUBLIC HEARING HELD – PROPOSED LOCAL LAW AMENDING CHAPTER 111 OF 
THE TOWN CODE OF THE TOWN OF CARMEL, ENTITLED “PEDDLING AND 
SOLICITING”  
 
With no one in objection, reading of the following Notice of Public Hearing as published 
in the Town’s official newspapers was waived.  Copies of the notice were made available 
to the public. 
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On motion by Councilman Lombardi, seconded by Councilman Kearns, with all Town 
Board Members present in agreement, Supervisor Cazzari opened the Public Hearing 
for public comment at 7:11 p.m. Nine (9) people were in attendance. 
 
With no one present wishing to be heard on the subject of the Public Hearing, on motion 
by Supervisor Cazzari, seconded by Councilman Kearns, with all members of the Town 
Board present in agreement, the Public Hearing was closed at 7:12 p.m. 
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MINUTES OF TOWN BOARD MEETING HELD ON 12/13/2023 – ACCEPT AS 
SUBMITTED BY THE TOWN CLERK 
 
On motion by Councilman Lombardi, seconded by Councilman Robert Kearns, with all 
members of the Town Board present voting “aye”, the minutes of the Town Board meeting 
held on December 13, 2023 were accepted as submitted by the Town Clerk. 
 
SETTLEMENT OF LITIGATION AUTHORIZED – “GARY PRATO VS. THE TOWN OF 
CARMEL AND ITS ASSESSOR AND ITS BOARD OF ASSESSMENT REVIEW” – TAX 
ASSESSMENT OF PROPERTY  
 

WHEREAS there is currently pending in the Supreme Court, County of Putnam, 
State of New York, certain lawsuits entitled “Gary Prato vs. The Town of Carmel and its 
Assessor and Board of Assessment Review” under Index Nos. 500872/2018; 
501035/2019; 500789/2020; 501030/2021; 500703/2022 and 501001/2023; 

WHEREAS such litigation was commenced in regard to the assessment of certain 
real property designated as Tax Map 77-2-2.1 located within the Town of Carmel on the 
2018 through 2023 tax rolls; and 

WHEREAS a proposed settlement of the litigation has been negotiated by Glen 
Droese, Town Assessor, and certiorari counsel Gregory L. Folchetti who have 
recommended approval of the proposed settlement; 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Town Board of the Town of 
Carmel hereby authorizes the settlement of the aforementioned litigation and any other 
open litigation concerning the assessment of the aforesaid real property as 
recommended; and           
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that certiorari counsel Gregory Folchetti is hereby 
authorized to sign, on behalf of the Town of Carmel, the stipulation of settlement and 
corresponding consent judgment reflecting the terms of the settlement. 
 
Resolution     
Offered by: Councilman Kearns   

  Seconded by: Councilman Lombardi 
     
Roll Call Vote YES  NO  
Robert Kearns   X     
Suzanne McDonough     Absent 
Frank Lombardi   X    
Michael Cazzari   X    

 
SETTLEMENT OF LITIGATION AUTHORIZED – “CALJETA XAXA VS. THE TOWN 
OF CARMEL AND ITS ASSESSOR AND ITS BOARD OF ASSESSMENT REVIEW” – 
TAX ASSESSMENT OF PROPERTY  
 

WHEREAS there is currently pending in the Supreme Court, County of Putnam, 
State of New York, a certain lawsuit entitled “Caljeta Xaxa vs. The Town of Carmel and 
its Assessor and Board of Assessment Review” under Index Nos. 501092/2023; 

WHEREAS such litigation was commenced in regard to the assessment of certain 
real property designated as Tax Map 64.5-1-39 located within the Town of Carmel on the 
2023 tax roll; and 

WHEREAS a proposed settlement of the litigation has been negotiated by 
certiorari counsel Gregory L. Folchetti who has recommended approval of the proposed 
settlement;            
 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Town Board of the Town of 
Carmel hereby authorizes the settlement of the aforementioned litigation and any other 
open litigation concerning the assessment of the aforesaid real property as 
recommended; and           
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that certiorari counsel Gregory Folchetti is hereby 
authorized to sign, on behalf of the Town of Carmel, the stipulation of settlement and 
corresponding consent judgment reflecting the terms of the settlement. 
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Resolution     
Offered by: Councilman Lombardi   

  Seconded by: Supervisor Cazzari 
     
Roll Call Vote YES  NO  
Robert Kearns   X     
Suzanne McDonough      Absent 
Frank Lombardi   X    
Michael Cazzari   X    

 
DEPARTMENT OF RECREATION AND PARKS – RENEWAL OF LICENSING 
AGREEMENT WITH ASCAP AUTHORIZED   
 

RESOLVED that the Town Board of the Town of Carmel hereby authorizes the 
renewal of the License Agreement with ASCAP for public performances of copyrighted 
music for the year 2024 at an annual rate of $500.00; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that James Gilchrist, Director of Recreation and 
Parks, is hereby authorized to sign any necessary documents and/or reports concerning 
said renewal on behalf of the Town of Carmel. 
 
Resolution     
Offered by: Supervisor Cazzari   

  Seconded by: Councilman Lombardi 
     
Roll Call Vote YES  NO  
Robert Kearns   X     
Suzanne McDonough     Absent 
Frank Lombardi   X    
Michael Cazzari   X    

  
BUILDING DEPARTMENT – REFUND OF VARIANCE FEE AUTHORIZED – 46 WEST 
LAKE BLVD. TAX MAP 75.7-3-35 
 

RESOLVED that, upon the recommendation of Town of Carmel Director of Codes 
Enforcement Michael Carnazza, the Town Board of the Town of Carmel hereby 
authorizes the refund of the fee paid for a variance application for the premises at 46 
West Lake Blvd. Tax Map 75.7-3-35 in the amount of $300.00. 
 
Resolution     
Offered by: Councilman Kearns   

  Seconded by: Councilman Lombardi 
     
Roll Call Vote YES  NO  
Robert Kearns   X     
Suzanne McDonough    Absent 
Frank Lombardi   X    
Michael Cazzari   X    

 
RECREATION AND PARKS DEPARTMENT – AWARD OF CONTRACT  
AUTHORIZED - C292 AIRPORT PARK PLAYGROUND INSTALLATION -  GIACORP 
CONTRACTING, INC. AT A COST NOT TO EXCEED $203,258 
 

WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Carmel has previously authorized the 
advertisement for bids for the Airport Park Playground Installation within the Town of 
Carmel; and 

WHEREAS, such bids were received and opened on November 30, 2023 and 
have been submitted to the Town Board for review and consideration; 

 



                                          PAGE 6 
 

                                                                                    17 JANUARY 2024                                                                            
                                 TOWN BOARD MEETING 

 
 
 

(Cont.) 
 
 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of Carmel, upon the 
recommendation of Town of Carmel Town Engineer Richard J. Franzetti, P.E., hereby 
awards the bid/contract for the above project to GiaCorp Contracting Inc., Hawthorne, 
NY the low responsible bidder meeting specifications, at a cost not to exceed 
$203,258.00; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that upon review of bonds and certificates of 
insurance in form acceptable to Town legal counsel, the referenced contractor is 
authorized to commence contract work and activities. 
 
Resolution     
Offered by: Councilman Lombardi   

  Seconded by: Councilman Kearns 
     
Roll Call Vote YES  NO  
Robert Kearns   X     
Suzanne McDonough    Absent 
Frank Lombardi   X    
Michael Cazzari   X    

 
Supervisor Cazzari stated that the Recreation and Parks Department said that this project 
should begin as soon as it gets warm in the spring.                         
 
BUILDING DEPARTMENT – ACCEPTANCE OF PROPOSAL AUTHORIZED FOR 
PROPERTY CLEANUP - CHAPTER 114 TOWN CODE – TM # 75.73-1-1 – PUTNAM 
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE – AT A COST NOT TO EXCEED $2,200 
 

RESOLVED that the Town Board of the Town of Carmel, upon the 
recommendation of Town of Carmel Director of Codes Enforcement, Michael Carnazza, 
hereby accepts the proposal of Putnam Property Maintenance, Carmel, NY for the 
cleanup of materials and debris from the premises at 7 Muscoot Road South, (TM#75.73-
1-1) and surrounding property at a cost not to exceed $2,200 and in accordance with the 
proposal dated December 8, 2023. 
 
Resolution     
Offered by: Supervisor Cazzari   

  Seconded by: Councilman Lombardi and Councilman Kearns 
     
Roll Call Vote YES  NO  
Robert Kearns   X     
Suzanne McDonough    Absent 
Frank Lombardi   X    
Michael Cazzari   X    

 
CARMEL POLICE DEPARTMENT - ENTRY INTO MEMORANDUM OF 
UNDERSTANDING WITH MAHOPAC CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT AUTHORIZED 
 

RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Carmel, upon the 
recommendation of Chief of Police Anthony Hoffmann, authorizes the entry into a 
memorandum of understanding with the Mahopac Central School District for access by 
the Town of Carmel Police Department to the Mahopac Central School District facilities, 
said memorandum of understanding to be in form and content as attached hereto and 
made a part hereof; and          
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Town Supervisor Michael S. Cazzari and/or 
Chief of Police Anthony Hoffmann are hereby authorized to enter into and execute, on 
behalf of the Town, said memorandum and to transmit such executed agreement(s) to 
the Mahopac Central School District thereafter for countersignature. 
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Resolution     
Offered by: Councilman Kearns   

  Seconded by: Councilman Lombardi 
     
Roll Call Vote YES  NO  
Robert Kearns   X     
Suzanne McDonough    Absent 
Frank Lombardi   X    
Michael Cazzari   X    

 
Supervisor Cazzari said that this is a great thing that the Carmel Police Department is 
doing to be able to have access to the Mahopac schools in the event of an emergency.  
The police will be able to get into the schools with the key fob system which will be 
lifesaving if ever needed.    
 
Councilman Kearns stated that he would also like for this agreement to be done with the 
Carmel Central School District as well. Supervisor Cazzari stated that they are currently 
working on implementing this in the Carmel schools as well. 
  

 
Please be advised, the Police Department maintains an excellent working relationship with 
the Mahopac Central School District (MCSD) on matters of mutual concern relating to the 
safety and security of students, faculty, staff, parents, and visitors to school campuses and 
properties. 

To this end, MCSD has agreed to coordinate a plan allowing CPD officers to access MCSD 
facilities via their electronic entry system. While MCSD maintains their system, CPD officers 
will be able to access school buildings with the key fobs already issued to our officers as part 
of the access control plan of Carmel Town Hall and CPD Headquarters. This will enable CPD 
officers access to school buildings while in the course of our duties when waiting for school 
staff to open doors might delay a prompt response. 

There is no cost associated with this agreement as all the equipment is already in place 
with MCSD and CPD. Programming will be handled by MCSD IT Staff and CPD Lt. Neil 
Brown. 

We will establish a policy to notify MCSD administration when CPD officers utilize their 
key fobs to gain access to school buildings. 

Therefore, I recommend that the town enter into the attached Memorandum of 
Understanding with MCSD detailing the agreement to allow our access to school 
facilities. 
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Respectfully submitted for your review and approval. 

 
 

 
Chief Anthony Hoffmann 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

1 
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2 
 
 
MAHOPAC CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 

 
 
 

                                               Date:___________ 
 Mahopac Central School District  

   Superintendent 
 
 
 
 

 

Print Name 
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ATTENDANCE AT NEW YORK WATER ENVIRONMENT ASSOCIATION 
CONFERENCE AUTHORIZED - RICHARD J. FRANZETTI, P.E. – ENGINEERING 
DEPARTMENT 
 

RESOLVED that the Town Board of the Town of Carmel hereby authorizes Town 
of Carmel Town Engineer Richard J. Franzetti, P.E. to attend the 2024 New York Water 
Environment Association conference in New York, NY, from February 5TH through 
February 7TH, 2024; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Town Board of the Town of Carmel 
authorizes payment of reasonable and necessary expenses incurred in connection 
therewith upon audit. 
 
Resolution     
Offered by: Councilman Lombardi   

  Seconded by: Councilman Kearns 
     
Roll Call Vote YES  NO  
Robert Kearns  X     
Suzanne McDonough    Absent 
Frank Lombardi  X    
Michael Cazzari  X    

 
ACCEPTANCE OF PROPOSAL AUTHORIZED FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 
PFOS/PFOA TREATMENT PILOT STUDY BY CLEAR CREEK SYSTEMS, LLC - ALL 
TOWN OF CARMEL WATER DISTRICT FACILITIES  
 

RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Carmel, acting as 
Commissioners of the various water districts of the Town of Carmel, hereby authorizes 
the performance of a pilot study for the treatment of PFOS/PFOA compounds at all Town 
of Carmel Water District facilities to be performed by Clear Creek Systems, LLC, Pacific, 
WA, in accordance with the cost, terms and conditions contained within the memorandum 
of J. Robert Folchetti & Associates, LLC dated January 3, 2024; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that upon presentation of insurance certificates in 
form acceptable to Town Attorney, the referenced studies may commence at the District 
facilities; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the costs of the referenced Pilot Study be 
allocated equally among the existing Town of Carmel Water Districts. 
 
Resolution     
Offered by: Supervisor Cazzari   

  Seconded by: Councilman Kearns 
     
Roll Call Vote YES  NO  
Robert Kearns  X     
Suzanne McDonough    Absent 
Frank Lombardi  X    
Michael Cazzari  X    

 
Supervisor Cazzari stated that this is something that has been ongoing and the Town 
has been forced by the State to have a plan on how we are going to deal with the PFOS 
which is over the allowed limit in the water districts.  Now we have to do a pilot study to 
determine the best solution.  
 
PERFORMANCE OF EMERGENCY REPAIRS ACKNOWLEDGED - CARMEL WATER 
AND SEWER DISTRICTS 
 

RESOLVED, the Town Board of the Town of Carmel, acting as Commissioners of 
the various water and sewer districts of the Town of Carmel, hereby acknowledges the 
emergency performance of water and sewer district collection system/distribution system 
and treatment facilities repairs within Carmel Water District #2, Carmel Water District #3 
and Carmel Sewer District #2, all as fully detailed in the memoranda of Town Engineer  
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Richard J. Franzetti, P.E. to the Town Board dated January 5, 2024, as attached 

hereto and made a part thereof. 
 
Resolution     
Offered by: Councilman Kearns   

  Seconded by: Councilman Lombardi 
     
Roll Call Vote YES  NO  
Robert Kearns  X     
Suzanne McDonough    Absent 
Frank Lombardi  X    
Michael Cazzari  X    

 
 

 
 
This memorandum is being presented to the Town Board to advise the Board of emergency 
invoices that were submitted for payment/authorization to proceed in excess of $10,000.00 
for services rendered. The following provides a brief summary of the work that was 
performed. 

 
• Carmel Water District 2 – 8” water main repair 

 
On November 29, 2023 Inframark, the operators for CWD 2, notified the Engineering 
Department of a water leak proximate to 13 Collier Drive West. It was a determined that 
the eight (8) inch water main had cracked in this location. Attached is an invoice from Kuck 
Excavating in the amount of $11,423.96 to make the repair. There are sufficient funds in 
the budget for this expense 

 
• Carmel Water District 3 - 

On December 3, 2023 Inframark the operator for the CWD 3 alerted the Engineering 
Department a water main break along Secor Road. The water main break occurred 
overnight and lowered the water level in the storage tank to a point where the pumps 
were not able to keep up with demand in the system. As such supplemental water was 
needed to maintain the water supply in the system. Attached are invoices from Durkin 
Water in the amount of $11,700.00 to supply water and Kuck Excavating in the amount of 
$17,222.44 (repair) and 10,469.04 (blacktop restoration) to make the repair. There are 
sufficient funds in the budget for this work. However, please note there are insufficient 
funds in the CWD3 operating budget for blacktop restoration expense. Therefore, a 
budget transfer request from the Unreserved Fund Balance to encumber the cost of this 
work. 

 
• Carmel Sewer District 2 – Second Stage Clarifier Sluice Gates 

 
On January 4, 2024 Inframark the operator for the CSD 2 alerted the 
Engineering Department that the second stage clarified sluice gates need 
replacement. 
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Per the attached the gates are ~25-30 years old and are original to the WWTP. Attached is 
the invoice in the amount of $15,517.80 from Jedonna LLC. To purchase three (3) 
replacement gate valves. There are sufficient funds int e budget for this work. 
 

 
 

Tel: (845) 628-1500  Fax: (845) 628-7085  email rjf@ci.carmel.ny.us 
G:\Engineering\Town Board\Emergency Invoices\01-10-2024\01-05-24  Emergency Repair Acknowlegement  to TB.doc 

 
 
HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT - EMERGENCY PURCHASE OF PARTS AND EQUIPMENT 
AUTHORIZED – ALLEGIANCE TRUCKS, HUDSON, NY – AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED 
$9,078.85 AND CAMEROTA TRUCK PARTS, ENFIELD, CT – AMOUNT NOT TO 
EXCEED $17,500.00 
 

RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Carmel, upon the 
recommendation and request of Town of Carmel Superintendent of Highways Michael 
Stern, hereby authorizes the purchase of parts and equipment for Town of Carmel 
Highway Vehicle #48 from Allegiance Trucks, Hudson, NY in the amount of $9,078.85 
and in accordance with the invoice dated December 19, 2023; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Town Board of the Town of Carmel, upon 
the recommendation and request of Town of Carmel Superintendent of Highways 
Michael Stern, hereby authorizes the purchase of parts and equipment for Town of 
Carmel Highway Vehicle #29 from Camerota Truck Parts, Enfield, CT in the amount of 
$17,500.00 and in accordance with the invoice dated December 20, 2023. 
 
Resolution     
Offered by: Councilman Lombardi   

  Seconded by: Councilman Kearns 
     
Roll Call Vote YES  NO  
Robert Kearns  X     
Suzanne McDonough    Absent 
Frank Lombardi  X    
Michael Cazzari  X    

 
COMMENTS/ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Supervisor Cazzari announced that the Government Finance Officers Association has 
recognized our Town Comptroller Mary Ann Maxwell for the Town of Carmel’s Annual 
Comprehensive Financial Report for fiscal year ending December 31, 2022. She has 
been awarded a Certificate of Achievement for Excellence and this is the highest form of 
recognition that this organization issues. Supervisor Cazzari thanked Mary Ann for all of 
her hard work.     
 
Supervisor Cazzari said there is snow predicted for this Friday into Saturday. He 
reminded residents of the Town Code that vehicles are not to be parked on the street 
from 9:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m., unless there is alternate side of the street parking.  
 
Supervisor Cazzari announced a reminder from Tax Receiver, Kathleen Kraus, that the 
tax bills were sent out on December 29, 2023 and are due by January 31, 2024, without 
penalty.  You are responsible for obtaining and paying your tax bill. 
 
Supervisor Cazzari reminded residents that the last day for Christmas tree pick up for 
residents serviced by Oak Ridge is Friday, January 19th.   Please leave the tree by the 
curb without any lights or ornaments. 
 
Supervisor Cazzari announced that the Putnam County Government is having a 2024 
Career Expo on Wednesday, February 7th from 3:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. at the Bureau of  
 

mailto:rjf@ci.carmel.ny.us
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Emergency Services at 112 Old Route 6, Carmel, NY.   You may contact Putnam County 
Personnel at 845-808-1650 for additional information. 
 
Supervisor Cazzari reminded residents that the Town Board cannot discuss items that 
are in negotiations. 
 
Supervisor Cazzari said that he went to the Installation Dinner for the Mahopac Volunteer 
Fire Department on January 10th. Everyone had a great time. 
 
Councilman Kearns reminded residents of the upcoming event Operation Ice Splash 
which will take place on January 27, 2024 at the Mahopac VFW. This event is to raise 
funds for  the VFW.  There will be food trucks, an ice luge, dj, vendors, face painting and 
a polar plunge.  All are welcome. 
 
Councilman Kearns announced that starting February 3rd he will be having monthly Town 
Hall sessions with the residents of Carmel. He will be available to answer any questions. 
 
Councilman Kearns also reminded residents that if they have any issues with AAA 
Carting, they can contact the carting company directly.    
 
Councilman Lombardi added that residents can call the Town of Carmel Engineering 
Department with any AAA Carting complaints.  A list of complaints is maintained so that 
they can be addressed with AAA Carting.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
All agenda items having been addressed, on motion by Councilman Lombardi, seconded 
by Councilman Kearns, with all Town Board members present and in agreement, the 
meeting was adjourned at 7:32 p.m. to their scheduled Work Session. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
  

Alice Daly, Town Clerk  
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