
                                                                              6 DECEMBER 2023 
                                            

                                                                                        TOWN BOARD MEETING 
                                                                                        TOWN HALL, MAHOPAC, N.Y. 
 
A Regular Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Carmel was called to order by 
Supervisor Michael Cazzari on the 6th day of December 2023 at 7:03 p.m. at Town Hall, 
60 McAlpin Avenue, Mahopac, New York. Members of the Town Board present by roll 
call were: Councilman Baranowski, Councilman Lombardi, Councilwoman McDonough, 
Councilman Schanil and Supervisor Cazzari. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was observed prior to the start of official business 
and a moment of silence was held to honor those serving in the United States Armed 
Forces. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
There were no public comments at this time. 

 
ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION BOARD APPOINTMENT MADE - EMILY 
LAVELLE - COMMENCING 12/6/2023 AND EXPIRING 6/13/2025 
 
 RESOLVED that the Town Board of the Town of Carmel hereby appoints Emily 
Lavelle to the Town of Carmel Environmental Conservation Board for a term commencing 
immediately and expiring June 13, 2025. 

Resolution     
Offered by: Councilman Lombardi    

  Seconded by: Councilman Schanil  
     
Roll Call Vote YES  NO  
Stephen Baranowski X     
Frank Lombardi X    
Suzanne McDonough X    
Robert Schanil X    
Michael Cazzari X    

 
Supervisor Cazzari welcomed Emily Lavelle to the Environmental Conservation Board 
and noted that she interned with the Town Engineer over the summer.  
 
PROPOSAL OF PUBLIC SECTOR HR CONSULTANTS LLC FOR HUMAN 
RESOURCE CONSULTING SERVICES - ACCEPTED 
 
 RESOLVED that the Town Board of the Town of Carmel accepts the proposal of 
Public Sector HR Consultants LLC of Glenville, NY for Human Resource Consulting 
Services dated November 9, 2023 in form as attached hereto and made a part hereof; 
and 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that upon presentation of insurance certificates in 
form acceptable to Town Counsel, Town Supervisor Michael Cazzari is hereby 
authorized to sign the aforesaid proposal and any necessary related documentation in 
connection therewith. 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Town Comptroller Mary Ann Maxwell is hereby 
authorized to make any and all necessary budget transfers or modifications required to 
fund the cost of this authorization. 
 
Resolution     
Offered by: Councilman Schanil    

  Seconded by: Councilwoman McDonough and Councilman Lombardi  
     
Roll Call Vote YES  NO  
Stephen Baranowski X     
Frank Lombardi X    
Suzanne McDonough X    
Robert Schanil X    
Michael Cazzari X    
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Supervisor Cazzari stated that the Town has utilized the services of Ronni Travers in the 
past. He noted that Public Sector HR Consultants LLC is a very good firm and that he 
looks forward to working with them. 
 
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS AUTHORIZED - IMPROVEMENTS AND UPDATES TO 
THE TOWN OF CARMEL’S WEB SITE 
 
 RESOLVED that the Town Board of the Town of Carmel hereby authorizes Anne 
Pasquerello, Chief of Staff, to request for proposals for improvements and updates to the 
Town of Carmel’s Web Site. 

Resolution     
Offered by: Supervisor Cazzari    

  Seconded by: Councilwoman McDonough  
     
Roll Call Vote YES  NO  
Stephen Baranowski X     
Frank Lombardi X    
Suzanne McDonough X    
Robert Schanil X    
Michael Cazzari X    

 
PUBLIC HEARING SCHEDULED FOR 12/13/2023 RE-SCHEDULED TO 1/17/2024 - 
PROPOSED LOCAL LAW AMENDING CHAPTER 111 OF THE CODE OF THE TOWN 
OF CARMEL, ENTITLED "PEDDLING AND SOLICITING” 
 
 RESOLVED that the Town Board of the Town of Carmel hereby authorizes the re- 
scheduling of a Public Hearing at Town Hall, 60 McAlpin Avenue, Mahopac, New York 
10541 on Wednesday, January 17, 2024 at 7:00 p.m. or as soon thereafter that evening 
as possible, on a proposed Local Law amending Chapter 111 of the Code of the Town 
of Carmel, entitled "Peddling and Soliciting”; and 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Town Clerk Ann Spofford is hereby authorized 
and instructed to publish and post the necessary notices in the official newspapers of the 
Town and on the Town bulletin board regarding this Public Hearing. 
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Resolution     
Offered by: Councilwoman McDonough    

  Seconded by: Councilman Baranowski  
     
Roll Call Vote YES  NO  
Stephen Baranowski X     
Frank Lombardi X    
Suzanne McDonough X    
Robert Schanil X    
Michael Cazzari X    

 
SETTLEMENT OF LITIGATION AUTHORIZED - HAUGHEY V. COUNTY OF PUTNAM, 
ET AL. 
 
 WHEREAS there is currently pending in the United States District Court, Southern 
District of New York under Docket No. 18 CV 2861 a certain lawsuit entitled Haughey v. 
County of Putnam, et al.; and 
 WHEREAS a proposed settlement of the litigation has been negotiated by 
Kenneth Pitcoff of Morris, Duffy Alonso Faley & Pitcoff, counsel for the Town of Carmel 
in that matter, who has recommended approval of the proposed settlement; 
 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Town Board of the Town of 
Carmel hereby authorizes the settlement of the aforementioned litigation as 
recommended; and 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Kenneth Pitcoff or any other authorized 
member/associate of Morris, Duffy, Alonso Faley & Pitcoff is hereby authorized to sign, 
on behalf of the Town of Carmel, any stipulation/stipulation and order of settlement and 
reflecting the terms of the settlement. 
 
Resolution     
Offered by: Councilman Baranowski    

  Seconded by: Supervisor Cazzari  
     
Roll Call Vote YES  NO  
Stephen Baranowski X     
Frank Lombardi X    
Suzanne McDonough X    
Robert Schanil X    
Michael Cazzari X    

 
Town Attorney Gregory Folchetti explained that the matter relates to a malicious 
prosecution/false arrest case in connection with the prosecution of an arson offense in 
Putnam County in 2007. It was tried in 2008 and the individual was convicted. 
Approximately nine years into his sentence, the conviction was overturned or vacated. 
The litigation then commenced against the Town of Carmel, the County of Putnam and 
the Carmel Fire Department. It went on for a period of about five years and is being 
handled by the estate of the original defendant who had passed away. It was up for trial 
early in November.  
 
Town Attorney Folchetti further explained that after discussions were held and mediation 
engaged between the parties, the counsel appointed by NYMIR to represent the Town’s 
interest contacted the Town Supervisor and himself approximately three weeks ago with 
the terms of a general proposed settlement. The Town will only be responsible to pay the 
$1,000.00 deductible with the remainder to be contributed by the Town to come from the 
Town’s policy proceeds. All three defendants are contributing to the settlement. The 
counsel is asking that the Town Board approve the settlement pursuant to the terms of 
the Town’s liability policy.  
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ENTRY INTO LICENSE AGREEMENT WITH COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER 
AUTHORIZED - CARMEL POLICE DEPARTMENT RADIO AND ANTENNA 
EQUIPMENT   
 
 RESOLVED that the Town Board of the Town of Carmel, upon the 
recommendation of Chief of Police Anthony R. Hoffmann, hereby authorizes entry into a 
license agreement with the County of Westchester for the radio and antenna equipment 
for use by the Town of Carmel Police Department, said agreement to be in form and 
substance as attached hereto and made a part hereof; and 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Town Supervisor Michael Cazzari is hereby 
authorized to execute such agreement and any other documentation necessary to accept 
the terms set forth in the referenced license agreement. 
 
Resolution     
Offered by: Councilman Lombardi    

  Seconded by: Councilman Schanil  
     
Roll Call Vote YES  NO  
Stephen Baranowski X     
Frank Lombardi X    
Suzanne McDonough X    
Robert Schanil X    
Michael Cazzari X    
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Supervisor Cazzari commented that in the past, the Police Department had a copper 
phone line referred to as the hotline. Since then, the copper has been removed and 
replaced with radio frequency technology. 
 



                                          PAGE 16 
 

                                                                                    6 DECEMBER 2023                                                                            
                                 TOWN BOARD MEETING 

 
HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT - PURCHASE OF 2023 RAM 1500 4X4 TRUCK FROM 
ROBERT GREEN TRUCK & AUTO AUTHORIZED THROUGH ONONDAGA COUNTY 
BID AWARD - NOT TO EXCEED $42,580.66 AND PURCHASE OF FISHER SD SNOW 
PLOW FROM BURQUIP AUTHORIZED - NOT TO EXCEED $6,125.00 
 
 RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Carmel and upon the 
recommendation and request of Town Highway Superintendent, Michael Simone, in his 
memo dated December 4, 2023 hereby authorizes the purchase of a 2023 RAM 1500 
4x4, from Robert Green Truck & Auto, Vendor #3608 through Onondaga County Bid 
Award Contract #0010808 at a cost not to exceed $42,580.66 in accordance with the 
price quote dated December 1, 2023 and a 7.5” Fisher SD Snow Plow from BURQUIP, 
Vendor #709 at a cost not to exceed $6,125.00 in accordance with the price quote dated 
December 1, 2023; and 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Town Supervisor Michael S. Cazzari is hereby 
authorized to sign any and all documentation necessary to accept the proposal 
authorized herein; and 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Town Comptroller Mary Ann Maxwell is hereby 
authorized to make any and all necessary budget transfers or modifications required to 
fund the cost of this authorization. 
 
Resolution     
Offered by: Councilman Schanil    

  Seconded by: Councilman Lombardi  
     
Roll Call Vote YES  NO  
Stephen Baranowski X     
Frank Lombardi X    
Suzanne McDonough X    
Robert Schanil X    
Michael Cazzari X    

 
COMMENTS/ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Supervisor Cazzari announced that in honor of Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day, the 
Mahopac VFW will be hosting a service tomorrow at 11:00 a.m. at their post on East Lake 
Boulevard. 
 
Supervisor Cazzari announced that there will be a Menorah lighting ceremony on 
December 10, 2023 at 4:00 p.m. on the shores of Lake Gleneida. 
 
Supervisor Cazzari acknowledged the first day of Hanukkah which begins at sundown 
tomorrow. 
 
Supervisor Cazzari announced that the Town Board’s last voting meeting of the year will 
be held on December 13, 2023. 
 
Councilman Schanil commended the Hamlet of Carmel Civic Association, the Knights of 
Columbus and the Ladies Auxiliary for their outstanding efforts in connection with the 
very successful Holiday on the Lake event held recently. 
 
Councilman Schanil congratulated the Carmel High School Varsity Football team on 
another great season. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
All agenda items having been addressed, on motion by Councilman Baranowski, 
seconded by Councilwoman McDonough, with all Town Board members present and in 
agreement, the meeting was adjourned at 7:15 p.m. to their scheduled Work Session. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
  

Ann Spofford, Town Clerk  
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