
                                                                                                        18 NOVEMBER 2015
                                             

                                                                                        TOWN BOARD MEETING 
                                                                                        TOWN HALL, MAHOPAC, N.Y. 
 
A Regular Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Carmel was called to order by 
Supervisor Kenneth Schmitt on the 18th day of November 2015 at 7:16 p.m. at Town 
Hall, 60 McAlpin Avenue, Mahopac, New York.  Members of the Town Board present 
by roll call were: Councilman Schneider, Councilman Lupinacci, Councilwoman 
McDonough, Councilman Lombardi and Supervisor Schmitt. 
  
The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was observed prior to the start of official business. 
A moment of silence was held to honor those serving in the United States Armed 
Forces as well as for the victims of the terrorist attacks in Paris and Beirut. 
 

MINUTES OF TOWN BOARD MEETINGS HELD ON 9/30/15, 10/7/15 AND 10/21/15 - 
ACCEPT AS SUBMITTED BY THE TOWN CLERK   
 
On motion by Councilman Lombardi, seconded by Councilman Lupinacci, with all 
members of the Town Board present and voting “aye”, the minutes of the Town Board 
meetings held on September 30th, October 7th and October 21st 2015 were accepted as 
submitted by the Town Clerk. 
 

APPOINTMENT TO TOWN OF CARMEL ETHICS BOARD MADE - NICOLO SCAFIDI 
 

RESOLVED that the Town Board of the Town of Carmel hereby appoints Nicolo 
Scafidi to the Town of Carmel Ethics Board, commencing immediately. 
 
Resolution 

    

Offered by: Councilman Schneider   
Seconded by: Councilman Lombardi 
     
Roll Call Vote YES  NO  
Jonathan Schneider  X    
John Lupinacci X    
Suzanne McDonough X    
Frank Lombardi X    
Kenneth Schmitt X    
 
Supervisor Schmitt expressed best wishes to Mr. Scafidi on his appointment to the 
Town of Carmel Ethics Board and Town Clerk Ann Spofford administered his requisite 
Oath of Office. 
 
2016 PRELIMINARY BUDGET AMENDED AND ADOPTED AS ANNUAL BUDGET 
 

WHEREAS the Town Board has met at the time and place specified in the notice 
of public hearing on the Preliminary Budget and heard all persons desiring to be heard 
thereon; and 

WHEREAS following the public hearing, the Town Board met with the Town 
Comptroller, Maryann Maxwell and the reviewed the amended Preliminary Budget, as 
described on the attached schedule; to arrive at a Final Budget for fiscal year 2016;  

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Final Budget, as incorporated 
herein and made a part hereof, is hereby adopted as the annual budget of the Town of 
Carmel for the fiscal year beginning the 1st day of January, 2016 and that such budget 
as so adopted be entered in detail in the minutes of this Town Board; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Town of Carmel Town Clerk Ann Spofford 
shall prepare and certify in duplicate, copies of said annual budget as adopted by this 
Town Board, together with the assessment rolls for benefit improvements adopted 
pursuant to Section 202-a, subdivision 2, of the Town Law and deliver one copy thereof 
to the Town Supervisor Kenneth Schmitt, to be presented by him to the Putnam County 
Legislature. 
 
Resolution 

    

Offered by: Councilman Lombardi   
Seconded by: Councilman Lupinacci 
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Roll Call Vote YES  NO  
Jonathan Schneider  X    
John Lupinacci X    
Suzanne McDonough X    
Frank Lombardi X    
Kenneth Schmitt X    
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Supervisor Schmitt highlighted certain significant Town of Carmel Budget Adjustments 
from the Preliminary to the Adopted Budget.  He noted that with a tax rate increase of 
2.2%, the Town of Carmel’s Final Budget for fiscal year 2016 compiles with New York 
State’s property tax cap.  Supervisor Schmitt then opened the floor to questions and/or 
comments from the public in connection with the 2016 Budget. 
 
Michael Barile inquired if the taxpayers in the special district serviced by the Mahopac 
Volunteer Fire Department will be realizing a slight decrease in their tax rate. 
 
Supervisor Schmitt confirmed that the taxpayers in the Mahopac Fire Protection District 
will see a slight decrease next year.  A discussion was held regarding the matter. 
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CHIEF OF POLICE AUTHORIZED TO PROCEED WITH THE PURCHASE OF 
POLICE CAR - ONE (1) NEW 2015/16 DODGE POLICE PACKAGE CHARGER 
FROM ROBERT GREEN TRUCK  DIVISION - NOT TO EXCEED $28,367.52 
 

RESOLVED that the Town Board of the Town of Carmel hereby authorizes Chief 
of Police Michael Cazzari to proceed to purchase one (1) new 2015/16 Dodge Police 
Package Charger from Robert Green Truck  Division, Rock Hill, NY, at a cost not to 
exceed $28,367.52 under Oneida County #1177 Statewide Piggy Back Bid; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Town Supervisor is authorized to sign all 
necessary documents to purchase said vehicle from Robert Green Truck Division in 
accordance with their contract quotation dated November 6, 2015; 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Town Comptroller Mary Ann Maxwell is 
hereby authorized to make any and all necessary budget revisions to effect the 
aforesaid purchase transaction, including transfer from any restricted budget lines. 
 
Resolution 

    

Offered by: Councilman Lupinacci   
Seconded by: Councilman Lombardi 
     
Roll Call Vote YES  NO  
Jonathan Schneider  X    
John Lupinacci X    
Suzanne McDonough X    
Frank Lombardi X    
Kenneth Schmitt X    
 

ADVERTISING FOR BIDS AUTHORIZED - 2016 PURCHASE OF POLICE 
UNIFORMS  
 

RESOLVED that, pursuant to the request of Michael Cazzari, Town of Carmel 
Chief of Police, Town Clerk Ann Spofford is hereby authorized to advertise for bids for 
the purchase of Police uniforms for the Town of Carmel Police Department for calendar 
year 2016; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief of Police is to furnish detailed 
specifications for the above to Town Clerk Ann Spofford to be used in conjunction with 
the Town's general bid conditions and specifications. 
 
Resolution 

    

Offered by: Councilwoman McDonough   
Seconded by: Councilman Lupinacci 
     
Roll Call Vote YES  NO  
Jonathan Schneider  X    
John Lupinacci X    
Suzanne McDonough X    
Frank Lombardi X    
Kenneth Schmitt X    
 

ADVERTISING FOR BIDS AUTHORIZED - 2016 CLEANING OF POLICE UNIFORMS  

RESOLVED that, pursuant to the request of Michael Cazzari, Town of Carmel 
Chief of Police, Town Clerk Ann Spofford is hereby authorized to advertise for bids for 
the cleaning of Police uniforms for the Town of Carmel Police Department for calendar 
year 2016; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief of Police is to furnish detailed 
specifications for the above to Town Clerk Ann Spofford to be used in conjunction with 
the Town's general bid conditions and specifications. 
 
Resolution 

    

Offered by: Councilman Schneider   
Seconded by: Councilman Lombardi 



                                          PAGE 5 
 

                                                                                                   18 NOVEMBER 2015                                                                            
                                         TOWN BOARD MEETING 

 
(Cont.) 
 

    

Roll Call Vote YES  NO  
Jonathan Schneider  X    
John Lupinacci X    
Suzanne McDonough X    
Frank Lombardi X    
Kenneth Schmitt X    
 
BUDGET MODIFICATIONS #2015-05 – AUTHORIZED 
 

WHEREAS Town Comptroller MaryAnn Maxwell has reviewed the 2015 year-to-
date Budget Modifications/Revisions for the period of September 1, 2015 through 
October 31, 2015 with the Town Board, which are detailed and explained on the 
attached Budget Revisions Schedule identified as #2015-05; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Town Board of the Town of 
Carmel hereby authorizes and ratifies the 2015 year-to-date Budget 
Modifications/Revisions for the period of September 1, 2015 through October 31, 2015 
as itemized on Schedule #2015-05 which is attached hereto, incorporated herein and 
made a part hereof. 
 
Resolution 

    

Offered by: Councilman Lombardi   
Seconded by: Councilman Lupinacci 
     
Roll Call Vote YES  NO  
Jonathan Schneider  X    
John Lupinacci X    
Suzanne McDonough X    
Frank Lombardi X    
Kenneth Schmitt X    
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                                          PAGE 8 
 

                                                                                                   18 NOVEMBER 2015                                                                            
                                         TOWN BOARD MEETING 

 
(Cont.) 
 

 
 
CARMEL SEWER DISTRICT #1 - ADVERTISING FOR BIDS FOR IMPROVEMENTS 
TO THE COLLECTION SYSTEM FACILITIES AUTHORIZED 

 
RESOLVED that the Town Board of the Town of Carmel, acting as 

Commissioners of Carmel Sewer District #1 and pursuant to the request of Town 
Engineer Richard J. Franzetti, P.E., Town Clerk Ann Spofford is hereby authorized to 
advertise for bids for improvements to the Carmel Sewer District #1 Collection System 
facilities in accordance with the Town Engineer’s memorandum dated November 2, 
2015; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Town Engineer is to furnish detailed 
specifications for the above to Town Clerk Ann Spofford to be used in conjunction with 
the Town's general bid conditions and specifications. 
 
Resolution 

    

Offered by: Councilman Lupinacci 
Seconded by: Councilwoman McDonough 
    
Roll Call Vote YES  NO 
Jonathan Schneider  X   
John Lupinacci X   
Suzanne McDonough X   
Frank Lombardi X   
Kenneth Schmitt X   

 
HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT - PROPOSAL ACCEPTED AND PURCHASE OF HOT IN-
PLACE ASPHALT SCARIFICATION AUTHORIZED - HIGHWAY REHABILITATION 
CORP. 

 
RESOLVED THAT the Town Board of the Town of Carmel, upon the 

recommendation of Town of Carmel Highway Superintendent Michael Simone, hereby 
authorizes purchase of Hot In-Place Recycling Heater Scarification of Existing Asphalt 
Pavement for the period of December 1, 2014 through November 30, 2015 from 
Highway Rehabilitation Corp., Brewster, NY under Putnam County Bid No. RFB-27-14. 
 
Resolution 

    

Offered by: Councilwoman McDonough   
Seconded by: Councilman Lupinacci 
     
Roll Call Vote YES  NO  
Jonathan Schneider  X    
John Lupinacci X    
Suzanne McDonough X    
Frank Lombardi X    
Kenneth Schmitt X    
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DEPARTMENT OF RECREATION AND PARKS - PROPOSAL ACCEPTED AND 
PURCHASE AND INSTALLATION OF BACKSTOP AT SYCAMORE PARK 
BALLFIELDS AUTHORIZED - CAMPANELLA FENCE CENTERS - NOT TO EXCEED 
$18,650.00 
 

RESOLVED THAT the Town Board of the Town of Carmel, upon the 
recommendation of Town of Carmel Director of Recreation and Parks James R. 
Gilchrist hereby authorizes the purchase and installation of a new backstop unit and 
facilities for Sycamore Park Ballfields from Campanella Fence Centers, Mahopac, NY, 
at a cost not to exceed $18,650.00; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that upon presentation of insurance certificates in 
form acceptable to Town Counsel, Town Supervisor Kenneth Schmitt is hereby 
authorized to execute any and all necessary contract documentation to effect 
acceptance of these proposals upon the terms authorized herein. 
 
Resolution 

    

Offered by: Councilman Schneider   
Seconded by: Councilman Lombardi 
     
Roll Call Vote YES  NO  
Jonathan Schneider  X    
John Lupinacci X    
Suzanne McDonough X    
Frank Lombardi X    
Kenneth Schmitt X    
 
RESOLUTION FROM 11/4/15 AMENDED - EMPLOYMENT ANNIVERSARY DATE 
ESTABLISHED - EMPLOYEE # 2403 
 

RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Carmel hereby revises the date 
of hire and/or anniversary date for Employee # 2403 from November 20, 2013 to June 
29, 2012 for all purposes including but not limited to credit in the New York State and 
Local Retirement System. 
 
Resolution 

    

Offered by: Councilman Lombardi   
Seconded by: Councilman Lupinacci 
     
Roll Call Vote YES  NO  
Jonathan Schneider  X    
John Lupinacci X    
Suzanne McDonough X    
Frank Lombardi X    
Kenneth Schmitt X    
 
RESOLUTION FROM 11/4/15 AMENDED - EMPLOYMENT ANNIVERSARY DATE 
ESTABLISHED - EMPLOYEE # 1146 
 

RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Carmel hereby revises the date 
of hire and/or anniversary date for Employee # 1146 from November 20, 2013 to 
August 21, 2012 for all purposes including but not limited to credit in the New York 
State and Local Retirement System. 
 
Resolution 

    

Offered by: Councilman Lupinacci   
Seconded by: Councilman Lombardi and Councilwoman McDonough 
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Roll Call Vote YES  NO  
Jonathan Schneider  X    
John Lupinacci X    
Suzanne McDonough X    
Frank Lombardi X    
Kenneth Schmitt X    
 
PUBLIC HEARING SCHEDULED FOR 12/16/15 TO HEAR OBJECTIONS TO THE 
ASSESSMENT ROLLS FOR THE OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE OF THE 
IMPROVEMENTS OF THE GARBAGE, SEWER AND WATER DISTRICTS FOR 
FISCAL YEAR 2016 
 

WHEREAS  the Town of Carmel hereby has completed its assessment rolls for 
the operation and maintenance of the improvements serving Carmel Sewer Districts #1, 
#2, #3, #4, #5, #6, #7 and #8 and extensions thereto as well as Carmel Water Districts 
#1, #2, #3, #4, #5, #6, #7, #8, #9, #10,#12, #13, #14 and extensions thereto as well as 
The Town of Carmel Garbage District of said Town for fiscal year 2016; and 

WHEREAS said assessment rolls have been filed with Ann Spofford, Town Clerk 
of the Town of Carmel; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Town Board of the Town of 
Carmel hereby schedules a Public Hearing at the Town Hall, 60 McAlpin Avenue, 
Mahopac, NY 10541 on Wednesday, December 16, 2015 at 7:00 PM or as soon 
thereafter that evening as possible for the purpose of considering any objections which 
may be made to said assessment rolls. 
 
Resolution 

    

Offered by: Councilwoman McDonough   
Seconded by: Councilmen Lupinacci and Lombardi 
     
Roll Call Vote YES  NO  
Jonathan Schneider  X    
John Lupinacci X    
Suzanne McDonough X    
Frank Lombardi X    
Kenneth Schmitt X    
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS - AGENDA ITEMS  
 
Randy Tompkins commented that the money stolen from the Mahopac Volunteer Fire 
Department, in addition to the building that houses the fire department belong to the 
Mahopac Volunteer Fire Department, not as it has been suggested in the past, to the 
taxpayers.  Mr. Tompkins further commented that the Town Board’s silence gives 
credibility to the misrepresentation when it is repeated by residents at meetings and by 
the media.  Mr. Tompkins commented that from the onset, the objective of the Town 
Board should have been to assist the members of the fire department navigate through 
their adversity. 
 
Michael Barile posed the question as to who provided the money to purchase the 
building and who provides the annual funding for the operation of the Fire Department. 
 
Councilman Lupinacci stated that the Town levies the monies for them from the 
taxpayers. 
 
Supervisor Schmitt added that the contract with the fire department is taxpayer funded.  
A discussion ensued with regard to the matter. 
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TOWN BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS - AGENDA ITEMS 
 
No member of the Town Board wished to comment at this time. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS - OPEN FORUM 
 
No member of the public wished to comment at this time. 
 
TOWN BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS - OPEN FORUM 
 
Councilman Schneider invited residents to participate in the Town of Carmel’s annual 
“TOP DOG" Photo Contest. Residents should submit a photo of their beloved, 
photogenic and licensed dogs to the Town Clerk’s office for the chance to win great 
prizes and earn the coveted "TOP DOG" title. 
 
Councilwoman McDonough announced that the upcoming Recreation and Parks 
Department’s Breakfast with Santa is sold out.   
 
Councilwoman McDonough announced that the Greater Mahopac-Carmel Chamber of 
Commerce is hosting their annual Holiday in the Park event on November 28, 2015 at 
the Mahopac Chamber Park.  Festivities begin at 4:00 p.m.  
 
Councilman Lupinacci announced that there will be a New England Christmas 
celebration welcoming in the season with traditional Christmas carols and holiday 
refreshments at the Union Valley Cemetery Chapel on November 28, 2015 at 4:00 p.m.  
 
Supervisor Schmitt announced that the next Work Session of the Town Board will be 
held on Tuesday, November 24, 2015 at 7:00 p.m.  The Town Hall will be closed on 
November 26, 2015 and November 27, 2015 for the Thanksgiving holiday.  
 
Councilman Lombardi reported on the recently concluded, highly successful 
Thanksgiving food drive.  The Town of Carmel in conjunction with the Mahopac Middle 
School provided 50 food baskets to local families in need. Councilman Lombardi 
expressed his appreciation to the individuals and organizations who generously 
contributed.   
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
All agenda items having been addressed, on motion by Councilman Lombardi, 
seconded by Councilman Lupinacci, with all Town Board members present and in 
agreement, the meeting was adjourned at 8:16 p.m.  

  
Respectfully submitted, 
  
 
Ann Spofford, Town Clerk  
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