
                                                                                                        15 NOVEMBER 2017
                                             

                                                                                        TOWN BOARD MEETING 
                                                                                        TOWN HALL, MAHOPAC, N.Y. 
 
A Regular Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Carmel was called to order by 
Supervisor Kenneth Schmitt on the 15th day of November 2017 at 7:10 p.m. at Town 
Hall, 60 McAlpin Avenue, Mahopac, New York.  Members of the Town Board present 
by roll call were: Councilman Schneider, Councilman Lupinacci, Councilman Lombardi 
and Supervisor Schmitt.  Councilwoman McDonough was absent. 
  
The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was observed prior to the start of official business. 
A moment of silence was held to honor those serving in the United States Armed 
Forces.   
 

ANNOUNCEMENT OF JOHN F. BOURGES AS TOWN OF CARMEL’S NOMINEE TO 
THE 2017 NYS VETERANS' HALL OF FAME 
 
Supervisor Schmitt announced John F. Bourges from Mahopac as the Town of 
Carmel’s nominee to the 2017 New York State Senate 40th District Veterans’ Hall of 
Fame. He spoke regarding the retired New York City police detective’s service in the 
United States Army medical unit in Iraq. Supervisor Schmitt commended Mr. Bourges, 
husband of Deputy Town Clerk Phyllis Bourges for his dedicated commitment to 
veterans through his work at the PFC Joseph P. Dwyer Vet 2 Vet Program. Supervisor 
Schmitt further announced that Senator Terrence Murphy will be hosting the Annual 
Veterans’ Hall of Fame ceremony on November 20, 2017 to honor the veterans from 
the 40th State Senate District.   
 
2018 PRELIMINARY BUDGET AMENDED AND ADOPTED AS ANNUAL BUDGET 
 

WHEREAS the Town Board has met at the time and place specified in the notice 
of public hearing on the Preliminary Budget and heard all persons desiring to be heard 
thereon; and 

WHEREAS following the public hearing, the Town Board met with the Town 
Comptroller, Maryann Maxwell and the (amended) Preliminary Budget, (as described 
on the attached schedule); to arrive at a Final Budget for fiscal year 2018;  

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Final Budget, as incorporated 
herein and made a part hereof, is hereby adopted as the annual budget of the Town of 
Carmel for the fiscal year beginning the 1st day of January, 2018 and that such budget 
as so adopted be entered in detail in the minutes of this Town Board; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Town of Carmel Town Clerk Ann Spofford 
shall prepare and certify in duplicate, copies of said annual budget as adopted by this 
Town Board, together with the assessment rolls for benefit improvements adopted 
pursuant to Section 202-a, subdivision 2, of the Town Law and deliver one copy thereof 
to the Town Supervisor Kenneth Schmitt, to be presented by him to the Putnam County 
Legislature. 
 
Resolution     
Offered by: Councilman Schneider    

  Seconded by: Councilman Lupinacci and Councilman Lombardi   
     
Roll Call Vote YES  NO  
Jonathan Schneider  X    
John Lupinacci X    
Suzanne McDonough    Absent 
Frank Lombardi X    
Kenneth Schmitt X    

 

 



                                          PAGE 2 
 

                                                                                                   15 NOVEMBER 2017                                                                            
                                        TOWN BOARD MEETING 
 
(Cont.) 
 

 
 
2018 USER FEE SCHEDULE - ADOPTED 
 

RESOLVED that the Town Board of the Town of Carmel hereby adopts, effective 
immediately, the Town of Carmel User Fee Schedule for Fiscal Year 2018 in form as 
attached hereto and made a part hereof. 
 
Resolution     
Offered by: Councilman Lombardi     

  Seconded by: Councilman Lupinacci  
     
Roll Call Vote YES  NO  
Jonathan Schneider  X    
John Lupinacci X    
Suzanne McDonough    Absent 
Frank Lombardi X    
Kenneth Schmitt X    
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ASSESSOR’S OFFICE - PROVISIONAL APPOINTMENT OF REAL PROPERTY 
APPRAISER MADE - CHRISTOPHER PALEO 
  

RESOLVED that the Town Board of the Town of Carmel hereby provisionally 
appoints Christopher Paleo to position of Real Property Appraiser in the Town of 
Carmel Assessor’s Office, effective November 27, 2017 at a CSEA Group 7, Step 1 
salary level, subject to the provisions of Civil Service Law and the Civil Service Rules 
and Regulations. 
 
Resolution     
Offered by: Councilman Lupinacci    

  Seconded by: Councilman Schneider, Councilman Lombardi and Supervisor Schmitt   
     
Roll Call Vote YES  NO  
Jonathan Schneider  X    
John Lupinacci X    
Suzanne McDonough    Absent 
Frank Lombardi X    
Kenneth Schmitt X    
 
Supervisor Schmitt expressed congratulatory best wishes to Christopher Paleo who has 
been working part-time in the Assessor’s office since 2014, and came highly 
recommended by Town Assessor Glenn Droese. 
 

HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT - CONTRACT AWARDED UNDER PUTNAM COUNTY 
BID FOR PAINTING OF REFLECTORIZED PAVEMENT STRIPES - ATLANTIC 
PAVEMENT MARKING 

 
RESOLVED THAT the Town Board of the Town of Carmel, upon the 

recommendation of Town of Carmel Highway Superintendent Michael Simone, hereby 
authorizes the award of bid contract for painting of reflectorized pavement stripes on 
Town of Carmel roads for the period of September 1, 2017 to August 31, 2018 from 
Atlantic Pavement Marking, Prospect, CT under Putnam County Bid No. RFP-31-17. 
 
Resolution     
Offered by: Councilman Schneider    

  Seconded by: Councilman Lupinacci  
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Roll Call Vote YES  NO  
Jonathan Schneider  X    
John Lupinacci X    
Suzanne McDonough    Absent 
Frank Lombardi X    
Kenneth Schmitt X    
 
TOWN OF CARMEL PARK FACILITIES AND TOWN HALL - ADVERTISING FOR 
BIDS AUTHORIZED FOR 2018 LANDSCAPING AND GRASS-CUTTING SERVICES 
 

RESOLVED that, pursuant to the request of the Director of Recreation and 
Parks, the Town Clerk of the Town of Carmel is hereby authorized to advertise for bids 
for landscaping and grass-cutting services at the Town of Carmel Park facilities and 
Carmel Town Hall for 2018; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Director of Recreation and Parks is to 
furnish detailed specifications for the above to the Town Clerk to be used in conjunction 
with the Town's general bid conditions and specifications. 
 
Resolution     
Offered by: Councilman Lombardi     

  Seconded by: Councilman Lupinacci  
     
Roll Call Vote YES  NO  
Jonathan Schneider  X    
John Lupinacci X    
Suzanne McDonough    Absent 
Frank Lombardi X    
Kenneth Schmitt X    
 
POLICE DEPARTMENT - CERTAIN EQUIPMENT (TWO FORD CROWN VICTORIAS) 
DECLARED OBSOLETE AND DISPOSAL AUTHORIZED 
 

RESOLVED that, upon the recommendation of Chief of Police Michael Cazzari , 
the Town Board of the Town of Carmel hereby declares the following equipment to be 
obsolete and hereby authorizes its disposal in accordance with Town Law, including but 
not limited to disposal pursuant to Town Law §64(2-a): 
 
 2008 Ford Crown Victoria VIN# 2FAHP71V28X179484 
 2010 Ford Crown Victoria VIN# 2FABP7BV3AX135522 
 
Resolution     
Offered by: Councilman Lupinacci    

  Seconded by: Councilman Lombardi   
     
Roll Call Vote YES  NO  
Jonathan Schneider  X    
John Lupinacci X    
Suzanne McDonough    Absent 
Frank Lombardi X    
Kenneth Schmitt X    
 
CARMEL WATER DISTRICTS #1, #8, #10 AND #13 - PAYMENT FOR ZEBRA 
MUSSEL INSPECTION AND REMEDIATION AUTHORIZED - BEE & JAY 
PLUMBING, INC. - NOT TO EXCEED $15,000 
 
 RESOLVED THAT the Town Board of the Town of Carmel, acting as 
Commissioners of Carmel Water Districts #1, #8, #10 and #13 and upon the 
recommendation of Town Engineer Richard J. Franzetti, P.E.  hereby authorizes 
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payment for zebra mussel inspection and remediation services to be performed by Bee 
& Jay Plumbing, Inc., Mahopac  at a cost not to exceed $15,000 in accordance with the 
memorandum dated October 30, 2017; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Town Supervisor Kenneth Schmitt is hereby 
authorized to sign any and all documentation necessary to authorize the actions 
contained herein; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Town Comptroller Mary Ann Maxwell is 
hereby authorized to make any and all necessary budget transfers or modifications 
required to fund the cost of this authorization. 

Resolution 
Offered by: Councilman Schneider 
Seconded by: Councilman Lupinacci 

Roll Call Vote YES NO 
Jonathan Schneider  X 
John Lupinacci X 
Suzanne McDonough Absent 
Frank Lombardi X 
Kenneth Schmitt X 

Roll Call Vote YES NO 
Jonathan Schneider  X 
John Lupinacci X 
Suzanne McDonough Absent 
Frank Lombardi X 
Kenneth Schmitt X 

ENTRY INTO CONTRACT WITH SWAN COVE MANOR, LLC FOR PURCHASE OF 
REAL PROPERTY LOCATED AT 628 ROUTE SIX, MAHOPAC AUTHORIZED - NOT 
TO EXCEED $1,000,000 

RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Carmel hereby authorizes the 
entry into a contract of sale for the purchase of real property located at 628 Route Six, 
Mahopac, NY from Swan Cove Manor, LLC, for a purchase price not to exceed 
$1,000,000, said contract to be in form and content as attached hereto;  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Town Supervisor Kenneth Schmitt is hereby 
authorized to execute said contract of sale and any and all other documentation to 
effectuate and consummate the purchase and title transfer of said real property to the 
Town of Carmel; and 

Supervisor Schmitt explained that zebra mussels have become a problem in Lake 
Mahopac by attaching themselves to the screens of the intake pipes. 

CYCLICAL REVALUATION SERVICES - PROPOSAL ACCEPTED - GAR 
ASSOCIATES, LLC - NOT TO EXCEED $45,000 AMENDED 2/27/19

RESOLVED that the Town Board of the Town of Carmel hereby accepts the 
proposal of GAR Associates, LLC, Amherst, NY for assessment and appraisal services 
to be provided in connection with the 2018 Town of Carmel assessment rolls at a cost 
not to exceed $45,000 and in accordance with the proposal dated October 12, 2017; 
and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Town Comptroller Mary Ann Maxwell is 
hereby authorized to make any and all necessary budget transfers or modifications 
required to fund the cost of this authorization. 

Resolution 
Offered by: Councilman Lombardi   
Seconded by: Councilman Lupinacci and Councilman Schneider 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Carmel 
further authorizes any appraisal service necessary and required to be performed in 
connection with the aforesaid purchase; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Town Comptroller Mary Ann Maxwell is 
hereby authorized to make any and all necessary budget transfers or modifications 
required to fund the cost of this authorization. 

Resolution 
Offered by: Councilman Lombardi  
Seconded by: Councilman Schneider 

Roll Call Vote YES NO 
Jonathan Schneider  X 
John Lupinacci X 
Suzanne McDonough Absent 
Frank Lombardi X 
Kenneth Schmitt X 
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Supervisor Schmitt explained that the property to be acquired by the Town of Carmel is 
located behind the Tompkins Mahopac Bank and that the Town Board is also 
considering purchasing several additional parcels from the bank to be utilized for 
municipal parking and expanding the Mahopac Chamber Park. Supervisor Schmitt 
detailed the initial plans for the project and concluded that this will be an excellent 
acquisition for the Town.  

Councilman Lupinacci added that the Town Board envisions the project as a passive 
park with a boardwalk style pier. There will be no public beach or motor boat launch. 

Councilman Schneider further added that the Town Board will also be looking for a 
parking solution for the hamlet of Carmel and commented that this should be a 
spectacular project for downtown Mahopac. 

Councilman Lombardi commented that this will be a benefit to the Town. 

RADNOR LANE AND ALAN DRIVE (AKA SPRUCETOP DRIVE) IN THE KIRKWOOD 
ESTATES SUBDIVISION - ROAD DEDICATION CONSENTED AMENDED 4/4/18

WHEREAS an application to dedicate Radnor Lane and Alan Drive (aka 
Sprucetop Drive) in the Kirkwood Estates Subdivision to the Town of Carmel together 
with a Dedication and Release has been filed by Kirkwood Estates, LLC, and 
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WHEREAS the Town Highway Superintendent and the Town Engineer have 
recommended that the road be accepted for dedication, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, in accordance with the provisions of 
Section 171 of the Highway Law of the State of New York, that the Town Board of the 
Town of Carmel hereby consents to the dedication of Radnor Lane and Alan Drive (aka 
Sprucetop Drive) in the Kirkwood Estates Subdivision and hereby authorizes the Town 
Highway Superintendent to sign an Order Laying Out said Radnor Lane and Alan Drive 
(aka Sprucetop Drive) in the Kirkwood Estates Subdivision as Town Highways upon 
being advised by the Town Counsel that all necessary documents required in 
connection with said dedication have been received; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that, upon the recommendation of the Highway 
Superintendent and the Town Engineering Consultant, the posting of a maintenance 
bond for said road is hereby waived since the top course of pavement has been in 
place for over one year. 
 
Resolution     
Offered by: Councilman Schneider    

  Seconded by: Councilman Lombardi   
     
Roll Call Vote YES  NO  
Jonathan Schneider  X    
John Lupinacci X    
Suzanne McDonough    Absent 
Frank Lombardi X    
Kenneth Schmitt X    
 
FILING OF SEMI-ANNUAL MS4 STORMWATER REPORT - AUTHORIZED 
 

WHEREAS the Town Board has been presented with a draft semi-annual MS4 
Stormwater Report prepared by the Town of Carmel Engineering Department; and 

WHEREAS public comment on the draft annual report was received by the Town 
Board and the Town Board has considered any comments to such report; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Town Supervisor, Kenneth 
Schmitt is hereby authorized to sign and file said report as drafted by Town Engineer 
Richard J. Franzetti, P.E. 
 
Resolution     
Offered by: Councilman Lombardi     

  Seconded by: Councilman Lupinacci  
     
Roll Call Vote YES  NO  
Jonathan Schneider  X    
John Lupinacci X    
Suzanne McDonough    Absent 
Frank Lombardi X    
Kenneth Schmitt X    
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS - AGENDA ITEMS  
 
Edward Scott, chairman of the Board of Fire Commissioners of the Mahopac Volunteer 
Fire Department expressed the fire department’s extreme dissatisfaction with the Town 
Board’s decision not to increase their contract from $1.2 million to $1.4 million for 2018. 
Mr. Scott stated that the decision was a shock to the fire department’s members given 
the elected official’s vocal support throughout the past month as well as the lack of 
public discussion held in connection with the matter. He stated that since the discovery 
of the theft, the Town Board has treated the fire department as criminals rather than 
victims of a crime by imposing additional sanctions on them that the other fire 
departments in the Town do not have. Mr. Scott explained the need for the 
department’s apparatus replacement and the negative impact that budget cuts may 
have on public safety. 
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Councilman Lupinacci referenced a comment made by Mr. Scott and clarified that the 
Town Board does not vote in Executive Session and that the vote on this issue 
occurred earlier at this meeting. 
 
Supervisor Schmitt added that the matter was discussed in Executive Session because 
it was a contractual item. 
 
Michael Celestino commented that the purchase of the property at 628 Route Six will 
be great for the community if it comes at a reasonable cost. Mr. Celestino noted that in 
addition to the Chamber of Commerce, there are four other non-profit organizations on 
the property that will ultimately be affected.  
 
Judie Mirra, Carmel resident expressed support for the purchase of the property.  Ms. 
Mirra inquired how the Town Board planned to fund its purchase as well as the 
additional parcels. Ms. Mirra asked if there is a proposed budget for the project, if a 
vendor has been selected for its construction, and what the cost of insurance will be 
upon completion of the project.  
 
Supervisor Schmitt indicated that a budget, a vendor and insurance costs have yet to 
be determined. He stated with regard to financing, that a ten percent down payment 
could be funded from the Town’s capital projects line with the remainder of the funding 
to be determined by the Town Board upon further discussions. He pointed out that the 
capital project could be financed through bonding.  
 

TOWN BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS - AGENDA ITEMS 
 
No member of the Town Board wished to comment at this time. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS - OPEN FORUM 
 
Robert Buckley, Mahopac resident and Chairman of the Town of Carmel Recreation 
and Parks Committee expressed his disappointment that the committee first learned 
about the Town Board’s intent to purchase the property at 628 Route Six in the 
newspaper. Mr. Buckley went on to question other costs that will be involved with 
regard to this property in addition to the purchase price, as well as whether or not a 
passive park is the type of recreational project the residents in the Town actually want 
at this time. Mr. Buckley concluded that he was glad that the Town Board is finding the 
funding for the proposed project, however urged the Town Board to locate the 
additional funds to complete the facilities at the Airport Park and the Jimmy McDonough 
Memorial Park as well. 
 
TOWN BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS - OPEN FORUM 
 
Supervisor Schmitt announced that the Department of Recreation and Parks is hosting 
Breakfast with Santa on December 10, 2017 at 10:00 a.m. at Sycamore Park. 
Reservations are required and space is limited. Supervisor Schmitt noted that the 
annual event fills up fast. 
 
Supervisor Schmitt announced that the Mahopac Falls, Mahopac and Carmel fire 
departments will be escorting Santa Claus around the Town to deliver candy canes on 
December 9, 2017. They will also be collecting donations for the Toys for Tots program.  
 
Supervisor Schmitt announced that the Greater Mahopac-Carmel Chamber of 
Commerce will be presenting their annual Christmas tree and menorah lighting on 
November 25, 2017 at the Mahopac Chamber Park from 4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. 
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Supervisor Schmitt announced that the annual Holiday on the Lake Parade and Tree 
Lighting sponsored by the Hamlet of Carmel Civic Association will be taking place on 
December 2, 2017.  Events are scheduled all throughout the day. 
 
Supervisor Schmitt announced that the next Work Session of the Town Board will be 
held on Tuesday, November 21, 2017.  
 
Councilman Lombardi expressed appreciation to all who have contributed to the Town 
of Carmel’s joint Thanksgiving food drive with the Mahopac Middle School. Donations 
continue to be accepted at the Town Hall and the Mahopac Middle School, and will 
used to provide food baskets to 50 or so local families in need. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
All agenda items having been addressed, on motion by Councilman Lombardi, 
seconded by Councilman Lupinacci, with all Town Board members present in 
agreement, the meeting was adjourned at 8:03 p.m. to Executive Session for a 
PBA/PERB litigation update from Councilman Lupinacci. 
   

 Respectfully submitted, 
  
 
 Ann Spofford, Town Clerk  
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