
                                                                                                             3 OCTOBER 2012
                                             

                                                                                        TOWN BOARD MEETING 
                                                                                        TOWN HALL, MAHOPAC, N.Y. 
 
A Regular Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Carmel was called to order by 
Supervisor Kenneth Schmitt on the 3rd day of October 2012 at 7:08 p.m. at Town Hall, 
60 McAlpin Avenue, Mahopac, New York.  Members of the Town Board present by roll 
call were: Councilman Schneider, Councilman Lupinacci, Councilwoman McDonough, 
Councilman Lombardi and Supervisor Schmitt. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was observed prior to the start of official business 
and a moment of silence was observed to honor those serving in the United States 
Armed Forces.   
 
 
MINUTES OF TOWN BOARD MEETING HELD ON 9/5/12 - ACCEPT AS 
SUBMITTED BY THE TOWN CLERK 
 
On motion by Councilman Lupinacci, seconded by Councilman Lombardi, with all 
members of the Town Board present and voting “aye”, the minutes of the Town Board 
meeting held on September 5, 2012 were accepted as submitted by the Town Clerk. 
 

 
MAHOPAC VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT - ADDITION TO  THE ACTIVE LIST 
AUTHORIZED  
 

RESOLVED that the Town Board of the Town of Carmel hereby authorizes the 
addition of the following names to the active list of the Mahopac Volunteer Fire 
Department: 

 
Matthew Rusinko, Mahopac, NY 

  
Resolution    
Offered by: Councilman Schneider  

Seconded by: Councilman Lombardi  

    
Roll Call Vote YES  NO 

Jonathan Schneider  X   

John Lupinacci X   

Suzanne McDonough X   

Frank Lombardi X   

Kenneth Schmitt X   

 
 
NATIONAL FRIENDS OF LIBRARIES WEEK DECLARED - 10/21/12 THROUGH 
10/27/12 
 

WHEREAS, Friends of Mahopac Public Library raises money that enables the 
Mahopac Public Library to provide resources for additional programming, equipment, 
childrens’ reading programs and special events throughout the year; and 

WHEREAS, the efforts of the Friends of Mahopac Public Library reinforces the 
importance of the Mahopac Public Library in the Town of Carmel community and 
provides opportunities for all to utilize its vast resources; and 

WHEREAS, the Friends of Mahopac Public Library is mindful of the importance 
of well-funded libraries and advocates to ensure that the Mahopac Public Library 
obtains the resources it requires to provide the wide variety of services to community 
residents of all ages; and 

WHEREAS, the gifts of the Friends of Mahopac Public Library in providing their 
time and commitment to the Mahopac Public Library sets a positive example for all in 
demonstrating the effects of volunteerism for the benefit of the community; 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Town Board of the Town of 
Carmel hereby designates the week of October 21, 2012 through October 27, 2012 as 
Friends of Libraries week in the Town of Carmel, NY. 
 
 
 



                                          PAGE 2 
 

                                                                                                   3 OCTOBER 2012                                                                            
                                         TOWN BOARD MEETING 

 

 

(Cont.) 
 
Resolution    
Offered by: Councilman Lombardi  

Seconded by: Councilman Lupinacci  

    
Roll Call Vote YES  NO 

Jonathan Schneider  X   

John Lupinacci X   

Suzanne McDonough X   

Frank Lombardi X   

Kenneth Schmitt X   

 
Supervisor Schmitt acknowledged the Mahopac Public Library and the Reed Memorial 
Library for the many outstanding services that they provide to the community. 
 
 
CARMEL SEWER DISTRICT #7 REGULATORY UPGRADE PROGRAM - SIGNING 
OF CONTRACT AMENDMENT #1 TO PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT 
WITH O’BRIEN & GERE ENGINEERING AUTHORIZED 
 

WHEREAS the Town Board has been advised that O’Brien & Gere Engineering 
is seeking an increase in the Construction Phase Budget for design services during 
construction rendered in connection with the Carmel Sewer District #7 Regulatory 
Upgrade Program; and 

WHEREAS, Town Engineer Ronald Gainer, P.E., has recommended that the 
Town of Carmel Town Board approve the proposed increased engineering costs in the 
amount of $231,925.00 so that same may be submitted to the New York State 
Environmental Facilities Corporation for further approval and for funding;  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Town Board of the Town of 
Carmel hereby authorizes the Town Supervisor to sign Contract Amendment #1 in form 
as attached hereto and made a part hereof, for submission to NYS Environmental 
Facilities Corp. 
 
Resolution    
Offered by: Councilman Lupinacci  

Seconded by: Councilman Schneider  

    
Roll Call Vote YES  NO 

Jonathan Schneider  X   

John Lupinacci X   

Suzanne McDonough   X 

Frank Lombardi X   

Kenneth Schmitt X   
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RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING ENTRY INTO ORDER ON CONSENT  
 
 
 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING CHANGE ORDER #2 
 CONTRACT #C216 – WATER DISTRICT GENERATORS 
 D. OWENS ELECTRIC, INC. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(Cont.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS - AGENDA ITEMS  
 
No member of the public wished to comment at this time. 

 
TOWN BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS - AGENDA ITEMS 
 
No member of the Town Board wished to comment at this time. 
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CARMEL SEWER DISTRICT #2 SEWER TREATMENT PLANT - ENTRY INTO 
ORDER ON CONSENT AUTHORIZED - NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF 
ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION 
 

WHEREAS the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation has 
proposed an Order on Consent addressing and remediating certain violations at Carmel 
Sewer District #2 Sewer Treatment Plant concerning the storage of bulk chemicals at 
said plant; and 

WHEREAS, the Town Engineer had advised that the Town of Carmel has 
already met and/or is able to meet the proposed milestone dates for Compliance 
Activity scheduled in the proposed Order on Consent; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Town Board of the Town of 
Carmel hereby authorizes entry into the Order on Consent in form as attached hereto 
and made part hereof, and  
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Town Supervisor Kenneth Schmitt is 

hereby authorized to execute said Order on Consent and any necessary documentation 
related thereto. 
 
Resolution    
Offered by: Councilwoman McDonough  

Seconded by: Councilman Lupinacci  

    
Roll Call Vote YES  NO 

Jonathan Schneider  X   

John Lupinacci X   

Suzanne McDonough X   

Frank Lombardi X   

Kenneth Schmitt X   
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VARIOUS WATER DISTRICT GENERATORS - CHANGE ORDER #2 TO CONTRACT 
#C216 AUTHORIZED - D. OWENS ELECTRIC, INC.   

     
WHEREAS Town Engineer Ronald J. Gainer, P.E., has recommended that the 

Town Board approve Change Order #2 to the Various Water District Generators, 
Contract#216 with D. Owens Electric, Inc. in the overall additive amount of $110,460.00 
be approved; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Town Board of the Town of 
Carmel hereby approves Change Order #2 to Contract #216 with D. Owens Electric, 
Inc. in the overall additive amount of $110,460.00, concerning CWD#4, CWD#8, 
CWD#14 and Carmel Town Hall, and hereby authorizes Town Supervisor Kenneth 
Schmitt to sign said change order in form as attached hereto and made a part hereof. 

 
Resolution    
Offered by: Councilman Schneider  

Seconded by: Councilman Lupinacci  

    
Roll Call Vote YES  NO 

Jonathan Schneider  X   

John Lupinacci X   

Suzanne McDonough X   

Frank Lombardi X   

Kenneth Schmitt X   
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PRESENTATION OF TENTATIVE BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR 2013 TO TOWN 
BOARD  
 
Ann Spofford, Town Clerk, presented copies of Supervisor Schmitt’s 2013 Tentative 
Budget to the Town Board as filed in the Office of the Town Clerk on September 28, 
2012.  Supervisor Schmitt then delivered his 2013 Tentative Budget Message. 
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2013 TENTATIVE BUDGET FINANCIAL SUMMARY - PRESENTATION 
 

Mary Ann Maxwell, Town Comptroller detailed the following presentation: 
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Councilwoman McDonough requested clarification with regard to the $.4 million 
Community Services budget line listed under the Total 2013 Appropriations by Fund. 
 
Ms. Maxwell explained that it includes the various boards serving the Town, cemetery 
repair, museum expenses as well as the salary and benefits of a recycling employee.   
She added that it also includes funding to the American Legion, Veterans of Foreign 
Wars and the Garden Club. 
 
Councilman Lombardi commended Supervisor Schmitt and Ms. Maxwell for their hard 
work with regard to the 2013 Tentative Budget.  He acknowledged Ms. Maxwell’s 
informative PowerPoint presentation.   
 
Councilman Lombardi went on to express his frustration with New York State’s 2% 
property tax cap and exorbitant unfunded mandates.  He spoke regarding his efforts to 
cut expenditures during the course of his tenure on the Town Board.  Councilman 
Lombardi concluded that the Town Board will continue to work on the 2013 Budget and 
when adopted, it will be fair to the public and will provide a positive financial outlook for 
the Town. 
 
Ms. Maxwell stated that the annual review of the User Fee Schedule has commenced 
and upon her recommendation, now coincides with the budget process in an attempt to 
locate areas to increase revenue.  
 
Councilman Lupinacci pointed out that the proposed 8.7% increase does not apply to 
the total property tax bill.  It applies only to the 11% paid in connection with the Town’s 
portion.   
 
Supervisor Schmitt added that the school’s portion of a property tax bill amounts to 
approximately 68%.  He commented that although he is not particularly happy with a 
tax increase of 8.7%, he is comfortable with it because it is a realistic Budget.  
Supervisor Schmitt spoke regarding the budget process and encouraged the public to 
weigh in on it. 
 
Councilman Lupinacci addressed the importance of public participation throughout the 
budget process.   
 
Supervisor Schmitt announced that copies of his 2013 Tentative Budget and Ms. 
Maxwell’s PowerPoint presentation will be available in the Town Clerk’s office as well 
as online at the Town of Carmel’s Website. 
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PUBLIC COMMENTS - AGENDA ITEMS  
 
No member of the public wished to comment at this time. 
 
 
TOWN BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS - AGENDA ITEMS 
 
No member of the Town Board wished to comment at this time.  

 
OPEN FORUM - PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
Anita Olivier inquired if all Town Board members were aware of a complaint made with 
regard to the Town of Carmel’s lack of compliance with Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA) regulations.   
 
Supervisor Schmitt indicated that they were all aware of the complaint.  He went on to 
provide an update with regard to renovations to the Town Hall building currently under 
way to bring the facility into compliance with ADA standards which include new remote 
doors and handicap accessible bathrooms.  Supervisor Schmitt apologized for any 
perceived delays. 
 
Ms. Olivier commented that residents may not be attending Town Board meetings 
because they feel that the Town Board is already in agreement about every issue. 
 
Supervisor Schmitt stated that the Town Board does disagree from time to time.  
Discussion ensued. 
 
Ms. Olivier commented that when viewing the Town Board meetings on cable 
television, the public has no indication when the meetings have taken place.  She 
suggested time stamping the videos of future meetings. 
 
Councilman Lombardi replied that the issue could be easily rectified. 
 
 
OPEN FORUM - TOWN BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS 
 
Supervisor Schmitt announced that the Carmel Town Hall will be closed on October 8, 
2012 in observance of Columbus Day. 
 
Supervisor Schmitt announced that there will be a guided bus tour of Carmel’s most 
interesting and historical cemeteries on October 20, 2012 beginning at 10:00 a.m.  
Further information may be obtained from Brian Vangor, Town Historian at 
carmelhistorian@gmail.com.  
 
Councilman Lupinacci provided an update with regard to the prospect of town wide 
garbage collection.  He indicated that the advertising for bids for the contract has 
commenced, a pre-bid meeting was held and the bid opening will be conducted on 
October 17, 2012. 
 
Supervisor Schmitt spoke regarding the recent Lake Mahopac Garden Club flower 
show which was held at Sycamore Park.  He commended the members for their 
outstanding designs and horticulture as well as for all that they do to beautify the 
community. 
 
Supervisor Schmitt acknowledged the Italian American Club of Mahopac for their efforts 
with regard to the Putnam County Columbus Day parade and their annual Evening at 
the Piazza event.  He also recognized the Greater Mahopac-Carmel Chamber of 
Commerce with regard to their annual street festival which was held in conjunction with 
the parade. 
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ADJOURNMENT 
 
All agenda items having been addressed, on motion by Councilman Lombardi, 
seconded by Councilwoman McDonough and Councilman Lupinacci, with all Town 
Board members present and in agreement, the meeting was adjourned at 8:19 p.m. to 
Executive Session to discuss a matter of personnel with the Town’s legal labor counsel 
as well as a Lieutenants Union negotiation update from Councilmen Lombardi and 
Lupinacci. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
  
 
Ann Spofford, Town Clerk  

 


