
                                                                 2 NOVEMBER 2011 
                                            
                                                                                TOWN BOARD MEETING 
                                                                                TOWN HALL, MAHOPAC, N.Y. 
 
A Regular Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Carmel was called to order by 
Supervisor Kenneth Schmitt on the 2nd day of November 2011 at 7:19 p.m. at Town 
Hall, 60 McAlpin Avenue, Mahopac, New York.  Members of the Town Board present 
by roll call were: Councilman Ravallo, Councilman Lombardi, Councilwoman 
McDonough and Supervisor Schmitt. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was observed prior to the start of official business 
and a moment of silence was observed to honor those serving in the United States 
Armed Forces.    
 
Members of the Town Board commented on the events of the recent unprecedented 
October storm that brought thirteen inches of snow, widespread power outages and 
extensive property damage throughout the Town of Carmel.  Supervisor Schmitt 
acknowledged Highway Superintendent Michael Simone and his department as well as 
others for their efforts throughout the crisis.  Councilman Lombardi expressed his 
frustration with the lack of preparedness and inadequate response of the New York 
State Electric and Gas Corp.   
 
 
MINUTES OF TOWN BOARD MEETINGS HELD ON 10/5/11 AND 10/12/11 - 
ACCEPT AS SUBMITTED BY THE TOWN CLERK 
 
On motion by Councilman Lombardi, seconded by Councilwoman McDonough, with all 
members of the Town Board present and voting “aye”, the minutes of the Town Board 
meetings held on October 5th and October 12th, 2011 were accepted as submitted by 
the Town Clerk. 
 
 
MAHOPAC VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT - ADDITIONS TO THE ACTIVE LIST - 
AUTHORIZED  
 

RESOLVED that the Town Board of the Town of Carmel hereby authorizes the 
addition of the following names to the active list of the Mahopac Volunteer Fire 
Department: 

Amanda Erickson, Mahopac, NY 
Diana Raimone, Mahopac, NY 

 
Resolution    
Offered by: Councilman Lombardi  
Seconded by: Councilwoman McDonough 
    
Roll Call Vote YES  NO 
Robert Ravallo X   
Frank Lombardi X   
Suzanne McDonough X   
Kenneth Schmitt X   
 
 
BUDGET MODIFICATIONS #2011-09 AND #2011-10 - AUTHORIZED 
 

WHEREAS Town Comptroller MaryAnn Maxwell has reviewed the September 
2011 and October 2011 Budget Modifications with the Town Board which are detailed 
and explained on the attached Budget Revisions Schedules identified as #2011-09 and 
#2011-10; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Town Board of the Town of 
Carmel hereby authorizes and ratifies the September 2011 and October 2011 Budget 
Modifications/Revisions itemized on Schedules #2011-09 and #2011-10 which are 
attached to this resolution, incorporated herein and made a part hereof. 
 
Resolution 

   

Offered by: Councilman Ravallo  
Seconded by: Councilman Lombardi  
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Roll Call Vote YES  NO 
Robert Ravallo X   
Frank Lombardi X   
Suzanne McDonough X   
Kenneth Schmitt X   
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BOND RELEASE - TM #75.12-2-6 - LANSKY PROPERTIES 
 

WHEREAS application has been made by Bart Lansky for the total release of a 
site plan bond posted in accordance with the Land Subdivision and/or Zoning 
Regulations of the Town of Carmel for Tax Map #75.12-2-6; and 

WHEREAS said application has been reviewed by the Town Engineer, Ronald 
Gainer, P.E. and release of the bond has been recommended and approved by the 
Town Engineer, and the Town of Carmel Planning Board, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Town Board of the Town of 
Carmel hereby authorizes the release of the site plan bond posted for Tax Map #75.12-
2-6 in the amount of $1,000.00. 
 
Resolution    
Offered by: Councilwoman McDonough 
Seconded by: Councilman Ravallo  
    
Roll Call Vote YES  NO 
Robert Ravallo X   
Frank Lombardi X   
Suzanne McDonough X   
Kenneth Schmitt X   

 
 

ADVERTISING FOR BIDS AUTHORIZED - 2012 DAILY CLEANING SERVICES IN 
THE POLICE DEPARTMENT 

 
RESOLVED that, pursuant to the request of Michael Johnson, Town of Carmel 

Chief of Police, the Town Clerk of the Town of Carmel is hereby authorized to advertise 
for bids for daily cleaning services to be provided in the Town of Carmel Police 
Department for calendar year 2012; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief of Police is to furnish detailed 
specifications for the above to Town Clerk, Ann Garris to be used in conjunction with 
the Town's general bid conditions and specifications. 
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Resolution    
Offered by: Councilman Lombardi  
Seconded by: Councilman Ravallo and Councilwoman McDonough  
    
Roll Call Vote YES  NO 
Robert Ravallo X   
Frank Lombardi X   
Suzanne McDonough X   
Kenneth Schmitt X   
 
 
ADVERTISING FOR BIDS AUTHORIZED - 2012 PURCHASE OF POLICE 
UNIFORMS 
 

RESOLVED that, pursuant to the request of Michael Johnson, Town of Carmel 
Chief of Police, the Town Clerk of the Town of Carmel is hereby authorized to advertise 
for bids for the purchase of Police uniforms for the Town of Carmel Police Department 
for calendar year 2012; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief of Police is to furnish detailed 
specifications for the above to Town Clerk, Ann Garris to be used in conjunction with 
the Town's general bid conditions and specifications. 
 
Resolution    
Offered by: Councilman Ravallo   
Seconded by: Councilman Lombardi  
    
Roll Call Vote YES  NO 
Robert Ravallo X   
Frank Lombardi X   
Suzanne McDonough X   
Kenneth Schmitt X   
 
 
ADVERTISING FOR BIDS AUTHORIZED - 2012 CLEANING OF POLICE UNIFORMS 
 

RESOLVED that, pursuant to the request of Michael Johnson, Town of Carmel 
Chief of Police, the Town Clerk of the Town of Carmel is hereby authorized to advertise 
for bids for the cleaning of Police uniforms for calendar year 2012 for the Town of 
Carmel Police Department; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief of Police is to furnish detailed 
specifications for the above to Town Clerk, Ann Garris to be used in conjunction with 
the Town's general bid conditions and specifications. 
 
Resolution    
Offered by: Councilwoman McDonough 
Seconded by: Councilman Ravallo  
    
Roll Call Vote YES  NO 
Robert Ravallo X   
Frank Lombardi X   
Suzanne McDonough X   
Kenneth Schmitt X   
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CHIEF OF POLICE AUTHORIZED TO PROCEED WITH THE LEASING OF RADIO 
EQUIPMENT - METROCOM WIRELESS, INC. 

 
RESOLVED that the Town Board of the Town of Carmel hereby authorizes Chief 

of Police Michael Johnson to proceed to with the leasing of Police radio equipment and 
appurtenances with MetroCom Wireless, Inc. of Bedford Hills, NY, by extending the 
existing lease agreement for a period of five (5) years at a monthly cost not to exceed 
$1614.50 per month; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Town Supervisor is authorized to sign all 
necessary documents to effect and extend such lease agreement in form and 
substance as attached hereto and made part hereof. 

 
Resolution    
Offered by: Councilman Lombardi   
Seconded by: Councilwoman McDonough 
    
Roll Call Vote YES  NO 
Robert Ravallo X   
Frank Lombardi X   
Suzanne McDonough X   
Kenneth Schmitt X   
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Councilman Lombardi pointed out that there is a reduction in the cost for leasing the 
police radio equipment and more services will be provided.   
 
 
PUBLIC HEARING SCHEDULED FOR 11/15/11 - PROPOSED LOCAL LAW TO 
OVERRIDE THE LIMIT ON THE AMOUNT OF REAL PROPERTY TAXES THAT MAY 
BE LEVIED BY THE TOWN OF CARMEL, COUNTY OF PUTNAM PURSUANT TO 
GENERAL MUNICIPAL LAW § 3-C 
 

RESOLVED that the Town Board of the Town of Carmel hereby authorizes the 
scheduling of a Public Hearing at the Town Hall, 60 McAlpin Avenue, Mahopac, New 
York 10541 on Tuesday, November 15, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. or as soon thereafter that 
evening as possible to consider the adoption of a local law to override the limit on the 
amount of real property taxes that may be levied by the pursuant to General Municipal 
Law § 3-c; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Town Clerk is hereby authorized and 
instructed to publish and post the necessary notices in the official newspaper of the 
Town and on the Town bulletin board regarding this Public Hearing. 
 
Resolution    
Offered by: Councilman Ravallo    
Seconded by: Councilwoman McDonough and Councilman Lombardi  
    
Roll Call Vote YES  NO 
Robert Ravallo X   
Frank Lombardi X   
Suzanne McDonough X   
Kenneth Schmitt X   
 

Proposed Local Law No. ____ of the Year 2011 
A local law to override the tax levy limit established in 

General Municipal Law 3-c 
 
Section 1. Legislative Intent 
 
It is the intent of this local law to override the limit on the amount of real property taxes 
that may be levied by the Town of Carmel, County of Putnam pursuant to General 
Municipal Law § 3-c, and to allow the Town of Carmel, County of Putnam to adopt a 
town budget for (a) town purposes (b) fire protection districts and (c) any other special 
or improvement district governed by the Town Board for the fiscal year 2012 that 
requires a real property tax levy in excess of the “tax levy limit” as defined by General 
Municipal Law § 3-c. 



                       PAGE 13 
 

                                                                                2 NOVEMBER 2011                              
                                 TOWN BOARD MEETING 

 

 

(Cont.) 
 
Section 2. Authority. 
 
This local law is adopted pursuant to subdivision 5 of General Municipal Law § 3-c, 
which expressly authorizes the town board to override the tax levy limit by the adoption 
of a local law approved by a vote of sixty percent (60%) of the town board. 
 
Section 3.  Tax Levy Limit Override. 
 
The Town Board of the Town of Carmel, County of Putnam is hereby authorized to 
adopt a budget for the fiscal year 2012 that requires a real property tax levy in excess 
of the limit specified in General Municipal Law § 3-c. 
 
Section 4.  Severability. 
 
If any clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, or part of this Local Law or the 
application thereof to any person, firm or corporation, or circumstance, shall be 
adjusted by any court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid or unconstitutional, such 
order or judgment shall not affect, impair, or invalidate the remainder thereof, but shall 
be confined in its operation to the clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, or part of 
this Local Law or in its application to the person, individual, firm or corporation or 
circumstance, directly involved in the controversy in which such judgment or order shall 
be rendered. 
 
Section 5. Effective date. 
 
This local law shall take effect immediately  
 
 
Councilman Ravallo spoke in favor of overriding New York State’s recently enacted 2% 
tax cap on property tax levies in an effort to maintain fiscal responsibility and preserve 
services.   
 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
Peter Creegan addressed the upcoming retirement of Councilman Ravallo and 
commended him for his twenty-four years of dedicated service to the Town of Carmel. 
 
Jerry Ravnitzky announced that the Concerned Residents of Carmel and Mahopac will 
be sponsoring a Community Open Forum on November 14, 2011 at the Mahopac 
Public Library from 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.  Residents and elected officials will have an 
opportunity to address pertinent issues facing the community.  Discussion was held 
regarding the event.   
 
Michael Barile commented that it appeared that the Town Board was leaning toward 
overriding the property tax cap and he did not have a problem with that.  However, he 
inquired how the Town Board plans to deal with the underlying problems that may result 
in an 8% - 10% tax increase in future years.  Mr. Barile confirmed with Supervisor 
Schmitt that the public would be informed what the tax rate increase would be before 
the Town Board votes on it.   
 
Councilman Lombardi spoke regarding the importance of restoring monies to the 
general fund and reserve balance, as well as plans to increase revenues raised by 
certain departments.  Discussion was held. 
 
David Gagliardi confirmed that the Police Department and the Fire Departments have 
generators.  He went on to suggest that generators be purchased for schools and Town 
Hall so that they can be utilized as emergency shelters. 
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Supervisor Schmitt pointed out that the Town Board had already planned to move a 
generator which is underpowered for one of the water districts to the Town Hall.  
 
Don Schiff commented that it appeared that the Town Board has already made their 
decision to override the property tax cap. 
 
Councilman Ravallo explained that a Public Hearing would not be scheduled unless 
there was a possibility that the proposed Local Law would be passed.  He noted that 
not all Town Board members have made up their mind with regard to the matter and 
discussion regarding the property tax cap was held. 
 
Diane Ionta Krebs suggested that the Town of Carmel utilize Facebook and email 
blasts to provide information to residents in the event of an emergency situation.  
Discussion ensued. 
 
 
TOWN BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS 
 
Supervisor Schmitt read a memorandum from Edward Barnett, Watershed Information 
Coordinator detailing the approval of the purchase of a $240,000.00 Vac-All vacuum 
truck for the Town of Carmel from East of Hudson Water Quality Investment Program 
funds.  Supervisor Schmitt thanked all those involved and discussion was held. 
 
Councilwoman McDonough announced that the Mahopac Middle School is sponsoring 
a food drive now through November 21, 2011.  Donations may be dropped off at the 
guidance office. 
 
Councilman Lombardi noted that donations for this food drive may also be left at the 
Carmel Town Hall. 
 
Councilman Ravallo announced that the Disabled American Veterans of Northern 
Westchester / Putnam Chapter are sponsoring the U.S. Army Ambassadors to perform 
a free concert at the Peekskill Middle School on November 6, 2011 at 3:00 p.m.  
 
Councilman Lombardi announced that the Lake Mahopac Rotary Club is sponsoring a 
benefit Election Eve Ham Dinner at the Mahopac Firehouse on November 7, 2011.   
 
Supervisor Schmitt cautioned residents to be suspicious of a scam in the aftermath of 
the recent storm in which impostors posing as utility workers attempt to gain access to 
homes. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
All agenda items having been addressed, on motion by Councilman Ravallo, seconded 
by Councilman Lombardi, with all Town Board members present and in agreement, the 
meeting was adjourned at 8:36 p.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

  
 
Ann Garris, Town Clerk  

 


	Resolution
	Resolution
	Resolution
	Resolution
	Resolution
	Resolution
	Resolution
	Resolution

